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The decision to have a book written about Hadley’s Tercentenary cele- 
bration was made by the Board of Selectmen three years after the event. 
No official photographer had been given the assignment to take pictures of 
all the preliminary events and the climactic parade. At first this was 
thought not to impose a hardship in illustrating the book. The importance 
of a cache of suitable embracing pictures was realized later. 


The Daily Hampshire Gazette took and used many pictures which would 
have sufficed but unfortunately all the negatives and glossies were lost when 
the photographer moved into a new studio. 


The pictures herein were obtained from the Holyoke Transcript-Tele- 
gram and the Springfield Republican, Union and News. The balance came 
from Hadley residents. 


These pictures, a third of the number originally planned, are the core 
of this recording. Newspaper articles, features and columns and other pub- 
lished material are utilized for the chronological presentation of Hadley’s 
300th anniversary celebration. 


Dorothy Potter 


TERCENTENARY 
EVENTS 


December 6, 1957 
April 16, 1958 


May 20-21, 1959 


May 23 


June 14 
July 12 


July 18 


July 19 
July 26 
July 27 — August 2 


July 28 
July 29 


July 30 


July 31 


August 1 


August 2 


August 3 


Refurbish Town Hall. 


Performance of the dance “Angel of Hadley” 
created by Martha Meyer, Smith College professor 
of the Dance and presented by her students. 


Meet the Press. Two days of activities to enter- 
tain and introduce local, area, regional and other 
representatives of newspapers, magazines, radio 
and television to Hadley, its history and Tercen- 
tenary. 


Hadley was host to the Western Massachusetts 
Music Festival. 


Elks Flag Day Exercises. 


Holy Rosary Church — Pontifical High Mass First 
Church — Commemoration Sunday St. John’s 
Catholic Church — Administration of the Sacra- 
ment of Confirmation to the Tercentennial Class. 


First Church — Anniversary Banquet and 50 year 
members honored. 


First Church — Church Heritage Sunday. 
Firemen’s Muster. 


Poster Contest Exhibit. 
Historical Exhibit. 


Garden Contest Judging. 


Northampton Tercentenary Ladies Tea for Hadley 
Tercentenary Ladies at Smith College Alumnae 
House. 


Fashion Show — Sewing Contest Awards. 
Pageant — “‘The Town In the Midst of the River’’. 


Pageant — “‘The Town In the Midst of the River’’. 
First Church — Open House. 
Art Show — Russell School. 


Old houses “Open House’’. 

First Church — Open House. 

Band Concert. 

Alumni Réunion of Hopkins Academy. 
Unveiling of painting “The Angel of Hadley’”’. 
Ball. 


First and Second Church combined services. 
The Parade. 


Reading of the History of Hadley and The Tercen- 
tenary Celebration into the Congressional Record 
by Representative Edward P. Boland. 


With foresight Hadley residents began organizing for the Tercenten- 
ary celebration well in advance. Discussion and general ideas culminated 
at the 1957 annual town meeting when selectmen were given the authority 
to appoint citizens to a general committee to make celebration plans and 
preparations for the end of July and the first of August, 1959. 


Subsequently the selectmen appointed Anthony J. Blyda, John R. 
Callahan, Jr., William Chmura, John Devine, Henry Drozdal, Ernest Hib- 
bard, Roger Johnson, Stanley Jekanoski, John S. Kelley, Jr., John T. 
Martula, Owen MeNiff, Sr., John Mish, Jr., Edwin M. Podolak, R. Donald 
Shipman, Edward W. Tudryn, the Board of Selectmen — Edward C. 
Wanczyk, Frank C. Reynolds and Edward J. Matuszko — and the select- 
men holding office at the time of the celebration. 


This general committee then established an executive committee of 
five to assume major responsibilities and do the active work sanctioned by 
it. It was composed of Edwin M. Podolak, Chairman; John R. Martula, 
Co-chairman; Stanley Jekanoski, Secretary; John R. Callahan and Roger 


Johnson. 
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THE 
EXECUTIVE 


COMMITTEE 


Left to right: John S. Kelley, Jr.; John T. Martula, Co-chairman; Edwin M. 
Podolak, Chairman; Stanley C. Jekanoski; Roger Johnson. 


Sub-committees were soon created and members appointed. Eleven 
committees finally evolved and executed their special assignments. 


CHAIRMEN 
OF 
SUB-COMMITTEES 


Historical: Mrs. John A. Sessions 

Town Improvement: Joseph Zatyrka 

Pageant: Miss Ruth Scott 

Hadley Schools: Bruce Bradford 

Hopkins Alumni: Mrs. Lee Higgins 

Traffic: Tony Gesiorek 

Publicity: Mrs. William E. Dwyer 

Souvenir: John Mish, Jr. 

Museum and Open House: Miss Ruth McQueston 
Sports: Edward G. Waskiewicz — Firemen’s Muster 
Invitations and Hospitality: Stanley Paulson 
Housing: Michael Grabiec 

Parade: John Koloski and Stuart Russell 
Tercentenary Ball: Alexander Madenski 


Western Massachusetts Music Festival: Miss Norinne M. Jacobus, 
Stuart M. Russell 


PUBLICITY 
COMMITTEE 


Left to right: Mrs. Barbara Craven, Executive Secretary of the Pioneer Valley 


Association; Charles Hiram Thayer; Mrs. Daniel Sullivan; Mrs. William E. Dwyer, 
Chairman; Mrs. Emily Bak; Benjamin Drabek; Miss Velia Orsini; Mrs. Ernest Nut- 


tleman; Mrs. Bertille Dragon. 


Missing: Mrs. Charles Ross; Miss Katherine Dwyer, Mrs. Earl Breor; Curtis Hahn; 
Adolph Pipezynski; Arthur Ryan. 


HISTORICAL 
COMMITTEE 


Front row, left to right: Mrs. Oscar Johnson; Mrs. Walter Kielbowicz; Miss Fanny 


Allen; Mrs. Robert Coffin; Mrs. James Scott; Miss Florence Burke; Arthur Howe; Mrs. 
John Sessions, Chairman. 


Middle row, left to right: Rev. A. A. Budnik; William Chmura; Miss Eleanor 


Upton; Mrs. George Pratt; Miss Eleanor Miller; Miss Dorothy Russell; George Pratt; 
Earl Breor. 


Back row, left to right: Herman Nash; Frank Reynolds; Charles Hiram Thayer; 
Edward Banack. 


Those not present: Mrs. Emily Bak; Mrs. John Barstow*; Miss Ellen Callahan; 
Ben Drabeck; Mrs. James Harrop; Dr. James L. Huntington; Roger Johnson; James 
Kentfield; Miss Lois LaSalle*; Miss Helen Nash; Mrs. Joseph Nutter; Mrs. Frank Page; 
Robert Piziak; William Sadlowski*; Miss Elinor Smith; Mrs. Osborne West; Joseph 
Zalot. *resigned. 


TRAFFIC 
SAFETY 
COMMITTEE 


Seated, left to right: Chief of Police Tony Gesiorek, Chairman and Fire Chief 
Edward Waskiewicz. 


Standing: Joseph Zatyrka and Earl Breor. 


Missing: Charles Szafir and William Sienkiewicz. 


HOPKINS 
REUNION 


COMMITTEE 


HOSPITALITY 
AND 
INVITATION 


COMMITTEE 


lancome oe 
Bey 


Seated, left to right: John Gnatek; Miss Eleanor V. Smith, President; Mrs. Lee 


Higgins, Chairman. 


Standing, left to right: Joseph Zalot, Mrs. G. Sherman Smith; Miss Ruth Scott; 
David Callahan; Edward Kelley; Miss Margaret Tudryn; William E. Dwyer. 


Missing: Miss Irene Borowski; Henry North; Wallace Hibbard; Miss Theresa 
Fyden; John Callahan; Joseph Zgrodnik. 


Seated, left to right: Mrs. Bernett Waskiewicz; Stanley Paulson, Chairman; Rev. 
Joseph Sitkowski; Fred Kentfield. 


Standing: Edward Matusko; 


Bernett Waskiewicz. 


Rev. John Hughes; James Kentfield; Earl Breor; 


seen 


ese? 


OPEN 
HOUSE 
COMMITTEE 


Seated, left to right: Mrs. George Pratt; Miss Ruth McQueston; Chairman; Mrs. 
Joseph Logan, Sr. 


Standing, left to right: Frank Zalot, Jr.; Edward Connelly; Dr. James L. Hunting- 
ton; Charles Drozdal; Joseph Logan, Sr. 


Missing: Miss Grace Crosier. 


TERCENTENARY 
BALL 
COMMITTEE 


Seated, left to right: Mrs. Edwin Podolak; Alex Madenski; Chairman; Mrs. Wallace 
Dec. 


Standing: Joseph Logan, Jr.; Mrs. Alex Madenski; William Kozera. 


Missing: Mrs. Joseph Logan, Jr.; Mrs. Wand Storozuk and Miss Shirley Under- 
wood. 


SOUVENIR 
COMMITTEE 


Seated, left to right: Mrs. Stanley Jekanoski, Secretary; Mrs. John Martula; John 


Mish, Chairman. 


Standing: Owen MeNiff, Sr.; R. Donald Shipman; Walter Strycharz; Stanley 


Kulas. 


HOUSING 
OMMITTEE 


Left to right: Walter Piziak; Michael Grabiec, Chairman; Philip Goulet. 


PARADE 
COMMITTEE 


Seated, left to right: Carl Vachula, Bernett Waskiewicz, Stuart Russell and John 
Koloski, Chairmen, Frank Kusek, Edward P. Mokrzecky. 


Standing, left to right: Joseph Drozdal, Edward Waskiewicz, Fred Callahan, Nor- 


man Meakim, Leon Kushi, Osborne West. 


PAGEANT 
COMMITTEE 


Seated, left to right: Miss Alice Russell, Miss Ruth Scott, Chairman, Mrs. Joseph 
Logan, Jr., Chairman, Mrs. Edward Wanczyk. 


Standing: Mrs. Robert Pierce, Arthur LaSalle, Mrs. J. Marcus Dwyer, Mrs. 
Rudolph Hahn, Mrs. Joseph Zatyrka, Robert Pierce, Mrs. Fred Kentfield. 


Missing: Mrs. Philip Reed, Mrs. Chester Smith, Mrs. Emily Bak, Charles Chmura. 
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HADLEY TERCENTENARY 


INTRODUCTION 


The events of the 300 years since the founding of the town in 1659 
was capsuled by members of the Tercentenary Historical Committee. Ap- 
propriately it is the introduction to the “Hadley Tercentenary” publication 
available before the celebration and is also a permanent part of the Con- 
gressional Record. Representative Edward P. Boland described Hadley 
and read this history on the floor of the House, August 3, 1959, the day 
after the climatic Tercentenary Parade. 


HADLEY TERCENTENNIAL, 1659—1959 


(Mr. BOLAND asked and was given permission to extend his remarks 
at this point in the Record.) 


Mr. BOLAND. Mr. Speaker, Hadley, Mass., is a typical New England 
town, rich in tradition and history. Picturesque in setting, it is on the 
banks of the Connecticut River, at the foothills of the northern end of the 
Appalachian range and the base of Mount Holyoke. Hadley is a pleasant, 
comfortable place to live in. Majestic elms and maples tree-line its main 
Russell Street. The greenery of its skyline is broken only by the spires of 
its churches. The very old and the ultra new homes of its people compli- 
ment each other. Acres of rich, fertile soil produce a host of products 
with emphasis on the finest binder tobacco, onions, potatoes, and magnifi- 
cent roses. It is in this setting that the solid citizens of Hadley live the 
good life. It is no wonder that they are proud of their town and happy 
in their environment. 


Hadley is one of Oldest New England Towns 


Mr. Speaker, this year marks the 300th anniversary of Hadley’s birth. 
It is one of the oldest towns in New England and the town fathers, officials 
and citizens have combined to fittingly celebrate its tercentennial, 1659— 
1959. July 31, August 1 and 2 were reserved to highlight its history by 
exhibits, tours, reunions, tercentenary ball and culminating in a remark- 
able parade. I joined in and witnessed some of these events and felt the 
jov of all who participated. 


Boland Commends Townspeople and Tercentenary Committees 


Mr. Speaker, I want to take this opportunity to congratulate the 3,000 
residents of Hadley for the true American spirit they have displayed in 
observing their town’s 300th birthday. The following members of the 
executive committee are to be commended for the wonderful arrangements 
they made: Edwin M. Podolak, Chairman; John T. Martula, Co-chairman; 
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Stanley C. Jekanoski, Secretary; Roger Johnson, John S. Kelley, Jr., 
Anthony J. Blyda, William Chmura, John E. Devine, Henry E. Drozdal, 
Ernest W. Hibbard, Edward J. Matuszko, Owen A. McNiff, Sr., John Mish, 
Jr., Frank C. Reynolds, R. Donald Shipman, Edward W. Tudryn, and 
Edward C. Wanczyk. 


Also, Mr. Speaker, I include with my remarks a most interesting digest 
on the history of the town of Hadley that appeared in the Hadley Tercen- 
tenary program. It was prepared by the historical committee from contri- 
butions made by the following: Mrs. Doheny H. Sessions, Mrs. Fern Nut- 
ter, James Kentfield, Miss Florence Burke, Rev. Aloysius A. Budnik, 
Edward Banack, Mrs. Dorothy Comins Page, Robert Piziak, Roger John- 
son, William Chmura, Frank C. Reynolds, Ben Drabeck, Mrs. Esther 
Barstow, Stanley Kulas, Mrs. John T. Martula, Richard and Susan Mar- 
tula, editors. 


Hadley Lands Once Occupied by Nipmuck Indians 


When word of the newly arrived settlers at Plymouth reached the 
valley, Nipmuck Indians, living between Worcester and the Berkshire 
Hills, became aware of the fact that these people and their comparatively 
efficient weapons would help protect them from the raids of the greatly 
feared warriors—the Mohawk. The number of arrowheads—made of the 
type of flint found west of the Hudson River—which have been discovered 
in the valley meadows is tangible evidence of the Mohawk raids. 

The Norwottuck Band of Nipmucks, who lived near the Connecticut 
River and raised crops in the fertile meadows, had been almost wiped out 
by the yellow sickness, or plague, brought to America at the end of the 
16th century by early ships from Europe. The few men who survived 
needed help to protect their women and children from the fate of slavery 
or death. When Mohawk hunters attacked them, the Nipmucks knew 
that their territory, inherited from generations before them, was in dan- 
ger. The threat of Mohawk raids was one good reason for the Nipmucks 
to induce the newcomers to settle among them. Twice, delegates of these 
Nipmuck Indians visited the Massachusetts Bay Colony to seek settlers. 
They extolled the quality of the corn produced and the abundance of fish. 
Fifty canoes with corn had been taken down the river to help the first 
settlers at the lower plantation at Windsor. 


The record of the General Court, May 22, 1661, reads: 

On the motion of the inhabitants of the new plantation nere North- 
ampton, relating to sundry particulars, it is ordered by this court that the 
said toune shall be called Hadley. 

This plantation consisted of approximately 80 square miles. Not more 
than 100 years later in the original plantation of Hadley, settlements had 
become the towns of Hatfield, South Hadley, Sunderland, Amherst, and 
Granby. 

John Winthrop, who became the first Governor of Massachusetts, 
spent most of his life near Hadleigh, England. In part, the Massachusetts 
town was named Hadley—revised spelling—in honor of John Winthrop, 
who is supposed to have courted his third wife in Hadleigh, England. 
Today there are communities named Hadley in seven other States: Indiana, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Pennsylvania, and Alaska. 

In the year 1675, William Goffe, later immortalized as “The Angel of 
Hadley” by the poet Nathaniel Hawthorne, saved the young town from the 
Indians. Goffe, who had been one of the judges to sentence Charles I of 
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England to death, was forced to flee to America in 1660, and in 1664 jour- 
neyed to Hadley where he lived in seclusion. One day, while townsmen 
were at the meetinghouse, Indians attacked. With the group irresolute, 
a white-bearded figure appeared at their head. He led the attack which 
repulsed the Indians, and then disappeared. Some writers today tend to 
discount the incident as pure fancy much to the chagrin of Hadley resi- 
dents. 

In the struggle between France and England to control the colonies, 
the French used Indians to raid the English settlements. From the area 
of Hadley’s plantation, 167 men fought for the British in the French and 
Indian War. This fighting eliminated the threat that the Indians con- 
stantly posed. These years were characterized by terror, hardship, and 
disease. But following the War of Independence, the peaceful period saw 
both territorial expansion and industrial growth. 

As the town neared its 200th anniversary, considerable development 
was evident. Along the streams of Hadley and North Hadley, there were 
“manufactories” in 1854: five saw mills, two grist mills, three blacksmith 
shops, five stores—two with post offices, one plaster and wire manufactory, 
six broom making shops, one wheelwright, and wagon shops. Schools, 
both elementary and secondary, were available for both boys and girls. 
The system of apprenticeship provided training for trade and business. 
Immigrants from famine-stricken Ireland were used in menial and hard 
labor. 

With the development of factories many French Canadians came into 
the valley. They, too, were ridiculed and exploited but finally became citi- 
zens and landowners when opportunities occurred, just as the Irish had 
done. The opening in the West after the Civil War, as well as the many 
deaths caused by the war, left a number of farms in Hadley available to 
these recent arrivals. 


The Europeans considered themselves superior to the aboriginals. The 
material advantages, though few, which the first settlers brought with 
them caused some of the natives to wonder whether the white man’s God 
was not stronger than those of their own culture. Occasions when Indians 
had been tricked and murdered had caused a warning to be circulated 
among the tribes that white men spoke with crooked tongues. 


The rivalry of European kingdoms complicated the struggle in this 
country. The Dutch traded guns to the Indians for beaverskins. The 
French and English used arguments based on the advantages of their reli- 
gions and bolstered these arguments with gifts of knives, hatchets, and 
other items in attempts to outdo each other. Traffic with natives in rum 
was forbidden but frequent. 


King Philip—leader of the Valley Indians—tried to unite all the 
tribes of New England in order to rid the country of these foreigners who 
were driving his people from their native lands, despite the fact that the 
newcomers were determined to stay. Gradually the Indians were elimi- 
nated. After the massacre by Captain Turner at the falls now named for 
him, the two camps of Indians in the vicinity of Hadley quietly withdrew 
to join their people north of Albany—1676. 

Within 3 years after the landing of the Pilgrims, 1,700 immigrants 
had come to the shores of New England. The pressure of numbers of 
families in the first wave of emigrating Europeans, and the seemingly 
limitless stretches of meadow and woodland resulted in plans for upriver 
settlements in the Connecticut Valley. 
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In 1659 a number of Englishmen who dissented in points of church 
doctrine withdrew from Weathersfield to found a new church and town. 
On April 18 of that year there were 59 names signed to the agreement to 
transplant from Connecticut to the Massachusetts plantation purchased 
from the Indians on the east side of the Connecticut River and on the west 
beside Northampton “there to inhabit and dwell by September 1660.” 


At the turn of the 20th century the continuing expansion in the United 
States aided in attracting great numbers of people from Europe. In Hadley 
the majority of immigrants at this period were from Poland. They, too, 
had strange speech and customs and suffered hardship and exploitation. 
But there were opportunities to work and save money. Parents made sac- 
rifices, as did their children. The combined efforts made the promise of 
this New World come true. 


Reading the names of taxpayers in Hadley gives a synopsis of the sue- 
cess story of the immigrants who have settled here during the past 300 
years. There is no descendant of a native American born in the valley 
before 1659. There are a few who can trace back their ties to the original 
settlers. Other names which may suggest one or another of the later im- 
migrants are now mostly American citizens by birth or by choice. 


The town of Hadley is still primarily an agricultural community. The 
soil continues to yield crops of high quality and support fine growing 
families, but.to meet demands financially parents often supplement their 
farming income with other work. Industry is no longer based on water- 
power. The railroad has lost much of its business to trucking concerns. 
The blacksmith shops have become filling stations and garages. The old 
time taverns have become the popular motels. Scenes have changed great- 
ly even in 50 years. But in spite of the diversification of interests and 
changes in the community, its citizens are proud of their heritage and 
intend to continue to uphold the best in the tradition of Hadley. 
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THE 
ANGEL 
OF 
HADLEY 


The figure of “The Angel of Hadley’”’ was taken from an original oil 
painting by F. A. Chapman, hanging in the Forbes Library, Northampton, 
and used as the symbol for the Tercentenary on all the programs and of- 
ficial stationery. A 1794 history by President Stiles of the Judges of 
Charles I relates the story of the “Angel.” 


“Though told with some variation in different parts of New England, 
the true story of the angel is this. That pious congregation were observ- 
ing a fast at Hadley, on occasion of the war; and being at public worship 
in the meetinghouse there, on a fast day, September 1, 1675, were suddenly 
surrounded and surprised by a body of Indians. It was the usage in the 
frontier towns, and even at New Haven, in those Indian wars, for a select 
number of the congregation to go armed to public worship. It was so at 
Hadley at this time. The people immediately took to their arms, but were 
thrown into great consternation and confusion. Had Hadley been taken, 
the discovery of the Judges had been inevitable. Suddenly, and in the 
midst of the people there appeared a man of a very venerable aspect, and 
different from the inhabitants in his apparel, who took the command, 
arranged, and ordered them in the best military manner, and under his 
direction they repelled and routed the Indians, and the town was saved. 
He immediately vanished, and the inhabitants could not account for the 
phenomenon, but by considering that person as an Angel sent of God upon 
that special occasion for their deliverance; and for some time after said 
and believed that they had been delivered and saved by an Angel. Nor did 
they know or conceive otherwise till fifteen or twenty years after, when it 
at length became known at Hadley that the two Judges had been secreted 
there; which probably they did not know till after Mr. Russell’s death, in 
1692. This story, however, of the Angel at Hadley, was before this univer- 
sally diffused thro’ New England by means of the memorable Indian war 
of 1675. The mystery was unriddled after the revolution, (in England in 
1688), when it became not so very dangerous to have it known that the 
Judges had received an asylum here, and that Goffe was actually in Hadley 
at that time. The Angel was certainly General Goffe, for Whalley was 
superannuated in 1675.” 


HISTORY OF HADLEY by SYLVESTER JUDD 
(1863 Edition) 
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The Daily Hampshire Gazette, Monday, July 27, 1959. 


MANY IN 
‘ANGEL OF HADLEY’ 
PAINTING 


IDENTIFIED 


HADLEY — Following the recent publication of the first part of an 
historical article on the ‘Military History of Hadley, 1659-1959” that 
featured a picture of the Angel of Hadley, many requests were received 
for more information about the illustration. 


The original, an oil painting by F. A. Chapman, is hanging in the 
Forbes Library in Northampton. Also in the same library are a steel en- 
graving by John C. McRae and a small pamphlet containing the key to 
the identity of several of the people in the painting. 


Standing in the pulpit is Pastor Russell and directly beneath the butt 
of his gun is Ebenezar White with his wife and child. In the left fore- 
ground is Col. Church with his wife and children. Standing near the win- 
dow with his left arm outstretched and wearing a large hat is Elder Daven- 
port. Immediately in front of him in lighter colored clothing is Maj. Pinch- 
on (this is the spelling in the pamphlet) ‘‘at that time sick.” His wife 
and daughter are nearby. In the background to the right, also wearing a 
large hat, can be seen Dr. Brewster. 


General William Goffe, with long flowing beard, the “Angel of Had- 
ley,” is standing in the doorway armed and ready to lead the frightened 
inhabitants against the Indians who are seen approaching the meeting 
house. Standing behind General Goffe is Capt. Lathrope. 


In the right foreground two more men are identified. With back 
turned and wearing the familiar large hat is Capt. Gardiner and next to 
him is Capt. Talbot. (In the pamphlet someone has crossed off Capt. Tal- 
bot’s name and in pencil has noted either Jules or Tuler. The person 
making the notation did not identify himself or give any reason for the 
correction. ) 


In the left foreground can be seen what appears to be an open Bible 
resting on the floor. Nearby are men’s coats and hats and additional rifles. 


The original painting and the engraving are entitled “The Perils of 
Our Forefathers,”’ Hadley, 1675. They are more familiarly known as “The 
Angel of Hadley.” 


On the front page of the pamphlet is this notation: ‘“This work has 
been carefully studied in character and truthfulness of representation, 
having occupied the Painter and Engraver for the last three years. The 
publisher therefore trusts it will receive the approval of the public, and 
the many patrons of his former works.” 


The size of the steel engraving as noted on the title page of the same 
pamphlet is 30 by 238 inches. Price Colored, $8. India Proof, $5. Plain 
Print, $3. (Actually there is no decimal point after the original number but 
there is a space between the number and the two zeros that follow.) 
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Springfield Union, Wednesday, July 29, 1959. 


‘ANGEL OF HADLEY’ 
LEGEND IS DISPUTED 
BY HISTORIANS 


Juliette Tomlinson, Director of the Connecticut Valley Historical Mu- 
seum, William Pynchon Memorial Building, said Tuesday that historians 
have disputed the legend of an “angel” saving the town of Hadley from 
an Indian attack on Sept. 1, 1675. 


Claims Proof of Angel 


Last Friday, a Springfield woman told The Union she has documen- 
tary proof that her ancestor, Gen. William Goffe, was the ‘Angel of Had- 
ley’? who came out of hiding to lead the town against an Indian attack 
nearly 300 years ago. It was reported Gen. Goffe fled from England to 
Hadley with his son-in-law, Lt. Edward Whalley. 


In a letter to The Union, Miss Tomlinson said that historians have 
agreed that both Whalley and Goffe lived in the town as proved by con- 
temporary accounts, but they disputed the legend of the ‘‘angel.”” The mu- 
seum director said narratives of the period do not mention an Indian raid 
on Sept. 1, 1675. 


Attack On Deerfield 


Miss Tomlinson said that Increase Mather, in “A Brief History of the 
War With the Indians in New England From June 24, 1675...” which was 
published in 1676, refers to the attack on Deerfield Sept. 1, and at the 
same time mentions the violent alarm which aroused the Hadley congrega- 
tion but does not clearly state what caused it. According to Miss Tomlin- 
son, the only direct mention of an attack on Hadley is June 12. 


Wrote Miss Tomlinson: 


“A letter in Mather’s ‘History,’ which deals with the ‘state of those 
parts at this time until Sept. 15...’ does not mention the supposed Hadley 
attack. Instead, the writer states that ‘after this fight, we heard no more 
of them until the first of September, when they shot down a garrison 
soldier of Pacomptuck. . .That day, they burnt most of their houses and 
barns, the garrison not being strong, enough to saliy out upon them.’ The 
next day, the writer states, after the Deerfield raid they fell upon North- 
field where many were killed.” 


Author Uncertain 


The museum director said the letter has been attributed to two dif- 
ferent authors. In a footnote in the 1862 edition of Mather’s “History,” 
the editor assigns it to Rev. John Russell, while Sylvester Judd, in his 
“History of Hadléy,” quotes the same letter with inserts and states it was 
written by Rev. Solomon Stoddard of Northampton. 


“Whichever writer was responsible, it is curious he does not mention 
the September raid, although he chronicled the Indian skirmishes in de- 
tail,” said Miss Tomlinson. ‘In his recent book, ‘Flintlock and Toma- 
hawk,’ the modern historian, Douglas E. Leach, refers to the legend as 
without foundation and believes it grew up around the June 12th attack.” 
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Springfield Union, Monday, June 22, 1959 


NOTED COVERED BRIDGE 


SYMBOL OF 
HADLEY FETE 


HADLEY — One of the few remaining spans of its kind in New 
England, the covered bridge over the Fort River here, is one of the main 
symbols of Hadley tercentenary celebration to take place in this historic 
Pioneer Valley town July 30 through Aug. 2. 


Built in 1840 


The best available sources establish that the bridge has stood against 
the weather since 1840. It is often referred to in the valley as the barn 
bridge because of its similarity in appearance to a tobacco shed. 


Now a photographer’s delight and no longer in use, the covered bridge 
is considered one of the most painted and photographed in New England. 
Probably because of its historic location near the remains of an Indian 
village and fort, this bridge has enjoyed many romantic tales told by those 
crossing its span. 


Several times during the past 50 years fires were started in the bridge 
floor but extinguished before any great damage occurred. About 25 years 
ago a number of sideboards were taken down by an enterprising soul who 
is said to have used them for firewood at home. 


Served Lovers, Too 


The old span proved especially useful in haying season when wagons 
filled with hay found shelter from a sudden shower. As a “lovers lane” 
the bridge was equally effective. Boys have been known to remove a side- 
board or two to enable them to get a vantage point from which to drop a 
fishline. 


Clarence Hawkes, the famous blind poet of Hadley, once told of a 
humorous incident that took place during a town meeting over 40 years 
ago. A resident reported that on a trip to Holyoke he felt the bridge tee- 
ter as his team of horses passed over the span. A man in the audience 
yelled out that the “teetering” probably occurred on the return trip from 
Holyoke, the “big city” in those days. 


Including a historical pageant, historic homes open to the public and 
a Sunday afternoon historic parade with floats, the Hadley tercentenary 
will be one of the “bigger” events in Pioneer Valley this summer. A com- 
plete program of events and map guide may be obtained free by writing 
to the Pioneer Valley Association, Mt. Tom, Holyoke. 
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Daily Hampshire Gazette, Friday, December 6, 1957 


IMPROVEMENTS 
FOR HADLEY 


ANNIVERSARY 


rayon 
——-. 


e 


Superintendent of Streets Joseph Zatyrka (second from left) supervises the 


first major improvement of town property being done in preparation for Hadley’s 
300th anniversary in 1959. The pillared town hall is getting a new porch, railing, 


steps, walk and lawn. 
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By Dorothy Potter 


Hadley has started preparing for its tercentenary celebration sched- 
uled for the end of July, 1959, with the repairing and altering of the en- 
trance and porch of the handsome town hall built in 1830. 


Joseph Zatyrka, superintendent of streets and a member of the Town 
Improvement Committee for the anniversary, and his men removed the 
wooden porch and narrow steps, replacing them with cinder blocks and 
cement slabs. Steps were built into the sides of the porch and new wrought 
iron railing added. Stucco will cover the exposed blocks, a wide cement 
walk will be laid to the sidewalk and the lawn seeded and landscaped. 


Except for repainting the exterior, the rest of the building will remain 
as it is. The last major remodeling was done in 1902, when a second floor 
dance hall was made in the huge room which extended to the rafters. The 
long windows were made into two and the high front door reduced to its 
present height and topped with two windows. A local woman is the only 
survivor of the committee on arrangements which planned the dedication 
ball of Oct. 3, 1902, in celebration of the completion of the dance hall. 


There still are remnants of the original heating system. A wood- 
burning stove sat in the southwest corner and a great length of pipe hung 
by wires extended diagonally across the hall to the northeast corner and 
into a chimney flue. 


The building is of perfect Greek architectural proportions, for its 72 
by 36 feet conform to the requirement that the depth be half the length. 
Records show that the original cost of the town hall and remodeling it 
were identical — $4,000. Until recent years it was the center of community 
activity, with several dances, meetings and shows weekly. Basketball 
games were played there until about 30 years ago. 


‘The town still has the acetylene lights installed in 1903 and Superin- 
tendent Zatyrka and his men uncovered an older one when they removed 
the wooden floor of the porch. It is a chandelier for six kerosene lamps, 
three of which are intact. 


This first major improvement for the forthcoming anniversary will 
be followed by others. It is anticipated that the landscaping done by the 
Lions Club on the West Street Commons will be extended to encompass 
the entire commons. Town property wiil be neat and trim with new lawns, 
landscaping and refurbishing of buildings as indicated. 


Merchants may change their business signs to colonial wording and 
printing. They and homeowners are discussing painting and landscaping 
to make their town as attractive as possible for the big celebration and 
expected throngs of visitors. 
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Daily Hampshire Gazette, Monday, July 20, 1959 


HADLEY’S 


ROUTE 9 
SURFACE 


IMPROVED 


It isn’t a red carpet but it’s far more expensive and practical. Hadley’s main 
thoroughfare, Russell St., is getting a new covering for the impending Tercentenary 
Celebration at the end of the month when thousands of cars are expected. Police Chief 
Tony Gesiorek directs traffic past equipment laying the new surfacing. 
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“THE ANGEL OF HADLEY” 


On April 16, 1958, “The Angel of Hadley”, a dance written and produced by Martha 
Myers, Assistant Professor of Dance, Department of Physical Education, Smith College, 
was presented at Northampton High School under the sponsorship of B’nai Israel 


Sisterhood. 


The cast of 14, six singers and nine dancers performed two acts, with a prologue 
and epilogue, concerned with the story (or legend) of General Goffe, a regicide hiding 
in Hadley, who rallied the town against an Indian attack in 1675. 


23 


Daily Hampshire Gazette, Friday, June 26, 1959 


HISTORIC COINS 
LOCATED IN 
HADLEY 


By Dorothy Potter 


During a recent conversation about the forthcoming Hadley Tercen- 
tenary, residents Mrs. John A. Sessions of 113 River Dr. and William Koz- 
era of 63 West St., happened to think of the many old relics that have 
been found in the gardens and fields. 


As a result Bill located an old coin he had found as a youngster on his 
parents’ farm at 67 West St. and Mrs. Sessions located another which is 
identical. Joseph Zatyrka of North Hadley, hearing of those coins, brought 
Bill one he had acquired. 


All but Joe Zatyrka’s could be identified. His copper coin is so worn 
that all designs, dates and letters are gone. Its composition and condition 
indicates, however, that is is one coined and used during colonial days. 


Bill’s coin is mounted in a folder with drawings of its two sides and 
historical information. It is an English half pence coined during the reign 
of George I (1714-1727). It is very similar to old Roman coins but has the 
figure of Britannia on one side and the Irish harp on the other. “Hibernia” 
is on the edge with the date 1723. 


The coin was intended to have been used in Ireland but its people re- 
fused to use it so the English sent it to this country. 


According to Sylvester Judd in his History of Hadley few copper coins 
reached New England prior to 1700 but they did become plentiful in 1749, 
when the money sent to repay Massachusetts for its expenses of the Louis- 
burg expedition included 100 casks of coins — mostly half pence. 


Bill’s and Mrs. Session’s old coins were among these and it can only 
be surmised as to how they found their way to Hadley. 


Mrs. Session’s coin also is dated 1723 and is one of the many old cop- 
pers which were declassified as money in the spring of 1805. Many boys 
had saved the coins, and as the deadline approached, they disposed of them 
to traders and peddlers, getting in return Barlow pen-knives, raisins, fish- 
hooks and other items. These transactions were thought to have taken all 
of the “bungtown coppers” out of circulation but at least two, those of 
Mrs. Sessions and Bill Kozera, still remain. 


Coincidentally Bernard Barnas, who lives next door to Bill Kozera, 
found just a few days ago a very large Indian arrow head and tomahawk 
while working in his onion field and turned them over to Bill. 


Other coins, clay pipes and Indian relics have been found during re- 
cent years and some Hadley families have small collections of the articles 


used centuries ago by the aborigines and the first settlers. 
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Springfield Union, Monday, August 3, 1959 


CIVIL WAR VETERAN'S 
DESCENDANTS 
INSPECT COLLECTION 
IN HADLEY MUSEUM 


EN 


In 1929 this collection of personal effects from the Civil War arranged 
by the late H. Clement Russell of North Hadley, was presented to the Had- 
ley Museum in the Goodwin Memorial Library. Recently for the first time 
his great-grandchildren saw the items which include a Spencer repeating 
rifle and bullets, tent, picket shovel, plate, cup, stolen bacon and bags for 
coffee and salt. Marjorie, 11, and Russell, 14, are children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Mrs. George L. Pratt, and Robert, 10, and Allen, 7, are the children of 
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Kentfield, and both families live in North Hadley. 
Their mothers are sisters and grand-daughters of Mr. Russell who, except 
for nine months when he was hospitalized recovering from a head wound, 
served with the 37th Regiment of Mass. Volunteers from the Battle of 
Fredericksburg through Lee’s surrender. 
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Town & County, Daily Hampshire Gazette, Saturday, June 13, 1959 


By Dorothy Potter 


Hadley — Gratifying reports have been received on the promotion 
program for Hadley asparagus aired over Channel 5 in Boston. Appear- 
ing on the television show in color, was Paul W. Brown, who gave a de- 
tailed description of growing asparagus here. His talk was illustrated. 


Mrs. Henry Kokoski, Jr. showed many ways to prepare the vegetable 
and was complimented by the director of the farm and food show. Joe 
Kelly, Chester Fill also appeared on the program and provided the photo- 
graph noting Hadley Tercentenary celebration dates, which appears in the 
huge display window of the Home Savings Bank on Tremont St., Boston. 
Bunched asparagus can be seen in the picture. This is only a small portion 
of the window display devoted to Hadley asparagus. 


Hadley produces more asparagus than any town of its size in the 
nation. Mr. Kelly remarked of Hadley — ‘throw away the old maps and 
call it Hadley asparagus valley, as named by Mr. Fill.” 


Joseph S. Wanczyk, Jr. of 105 Middle St., Hadley, has been advertising 
the town’s tercentenary celebration by a new media asparagus — and 
getting results. 


Joe sells his asparagus to Boston wholesalers and on the wrapper 
around each bunch identifying the spears as the Ox Bow brand he has had 
printed, ““Tercentenary Celebration 1659-1959, Hadley, Mass.” 


Earlier this week the Hadley post office directed a letter to him which 
was addressed Ox Bow brand of asparagus.” It contained a request from 
Mrs. Edward T. Jones of 16 Randlett Pk., West Newton. 


“Kindly send me information about your Tercentenary plans. If there 
are family reunions or founders’ day we would like to know of them.” 


There’s only a small patch of it left now — on the point of his chin — 
and it’s going to stay there through the Hadley Tercentenary parade. 


Cecil C. Loomis, Jr. of Mountain St., Haydenville, started growing a 
beard in February aiming for a good trim growth by the day of the parade. 
He wasn’t disappointed in the growth either but he found it most uncom- 
fortable during the recent scorching weather. 


Since he works for the Haydenville street department and is neces- 
sarily in the hot sun, Cecil couldn’t avoid the maximum discomfort of the 
thick beard. But he could do something about it and did. He is now sporting 
a small clump of chin whiskers and the white area once covered by the full 
beard is turning from the red of sunburn to a tan, shades lighter than that 
of the rest of his face. 


Daily Hampshire Gazette, Wednesday, June 24, 1959 


HADLEY — Beginning Thursday, Hadley’s tercentenary will be fea- 
tured every Tuesday and Thursday evening on WHMP at 7:15. The open- 
ing program will be devoted to the plans for the tercentenary celebration 
to be held July 31, Aug. 1 and 2. Later programs will bring to the listening 
public more detailed information about the individual events scheduled 
for the anniversary — the pageant, open houses, fashion show, ball, band 
concert and Hopkins alumni plans, 
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MEET THE 
PRESS IN 
HADLEY 


Noon 

2-4 p.m. 
4-5 p.m. 
5-6 p.m. 

7 p.m. 

8 :30-10 p.m. 


9 a.m. 


122502) .ni 
PAgAU) ya\seal 


6:30 p.m. 
8 p.m. 


May 20, 21, 1959 


Program 


Wednesday, May 20, 1959 
Meet at Sportsman’s Club, Route 9, Hadley, Mass. 


Lunch, Welcome and Background History of Town 
Cruise on Connecticut River. “Hadley From the River.” 
Tour of “Forty Acres.” 

Upper Mills Choir 

Asparagus and Strawberry Supper 

South Sea Island Museum and Bicycle Museum 


Thursday, May 21, 1959 


Early riser may pick asparagus in fields for own use. 
Breakfast 


Tour of Hadley including the industries and visit to Mount 
Holyoke House to view our valley. 

Lunch 

Tour of Farm Museum and Open Houses including the 
McQueston House, oldest house in Hadley. 

Polish Smorgasbord. 

Hopkins Academy Band Concert Rehearsal in preparation 
for Western Massachusetts Music Festival to be held in 
Hadley on May 23, 1959. 
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Holyoke Transcript-Telegram, Thursday, May 21, 1959 


300-YEAR-OLD 


HADLEY 
“MEETS THE PRESS” 


HADLEY TERCENTENARY PRINCIPALS, left to right, Hampshire County Com- 
missioner Atty. Edwin M. Podolak, Chairman of the Executive Committee; Mrs. William 
E. Dwyer, Chairman of the Tercentenary Publicity Committee and Meet the Press 
Hostess, and John T. Martula, Co-chairman of the Executive Committee. The 300th 


anniversary will be celebrated July 31 through August 2. 


28 


Thirty representatives of the New England press turned out Wednes- 
day for the first of a two-day “‘Meet the Press” program sponsored by the 
Hadiey Tercentenary Committee. 


First of the day’s activities started at the Sportsman’s Club just with- 
in the Hadley boundary where the group dined with the committee plan- 
ning the 300th anniversary of the community. 


Miss Katherine Dwyer of Northampton, a high school teacher and 
member of the Tercentenary publicity committee, spoke during the lunch- 
eon of Hadley’s 300 year history. 


Miss Dwyer told of the “Angel of Hadley.” Reportedly in the midst 
of the people there appeared a man of very venerable aspect and different 
from the inhabitants in his apparel, who took command, arranged and 
ordered them in the best military manner, and under his direction repel- 
led and routed the Indians and the town was saved. ‘(From the 1863 
edition of “History of Hadley” by Sylvester Judd); and of Major Gen. 
Joseph Hooker, Union Army leader during the Civil War. 


Boat Ride 


Following the luncheon, the party set out in five outboard motor 
boats owned by Hadley residents, to view “Hadley from the River.” 


The boat tour included views of the fertile farmlands of Hadley and 
the Mt. Tom power plant now being constructed; the Mt. Holyoke Summit 
House, overlooking the Pioneer Valley, and remnants of the ferry docks 
from which, at one time, ferry boats crossed the river at Hadley and 
Smiths Ferry. 


Tour Forty Acres 


Dr. James L. Huntington then hosted the press at the Porter-Phelps- 
Huntington House, Hadley, which is now a historical mansion open to the 
public and operated by the Porter-Phelps-Huntington Foundation. 


Within its walls is lodged the historic painting of the “Angel of 
Hadley.” 


While there, the group was entertained by the Upper Mills Female 
Choir with songs and ballads dating to the pre-Revolutionary period. 


The women, four of them were descendants of the famous Parson 
Russell’s brother, were dressed in the garb of the period. 


Whisked by schoal bus, courtesy of Hopkins Academy, which is the 
town’s public high school, the party proceeded to the First Congregational 
Church where they feasted at a community supper marked with local 
delicacies such as asparagus and strawberries. 


Across the street from the supper, in the Russell School House, local 
painters were exhibiting their works based on Hadley historical points. 
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Holyoke Transcript-Telegram, Tuesday, June 2, 1959 


HADLEY FROM THE RIVER — Two of the 10 boat pilots that took the mem- 
bers of the area press for a ride on the Connecticut River during the “Meet the Press” 
days recently in Hadley. Ieft to right: R. Donald Shipman and Sergio Orsini at the 
controls. Orsini is formerly from South Hadley Falls where he once delivered the 
Transcript to neighbors there. The 300th anniverary of Hadley will be observed July 
31 through August 2. 


Sergio Orsini, Edward J. Matuszko, Mrs. Greene (WHAI Greenfield), Edwin M. 
Podolak. 
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Holyoke Transcript-Telegram, Wednesday, May 27, 1959 


LIVE BETTER BY FAR IN A BRAND NEW CAR — Roger Johnson (right), 
of Hadley is shown giving a “spin” in his 1901 Knox automobile to Barbara Craven 
(left) of the Pioneer Valley Assn. and Mrs. Bertille Dragon (center), during ‘‘Meet 
the Press” days in Hadley last week. In 1956 Johnson toured England with the relic 
and encountered only minor difficulties. Since he has acquired it, the car has traveled 
some 5000 miles and is in perfect shape. The Johnson Museum is one of the many 
points of interest that will be on display during the 300th anniversary celebration in 


that community July 31 through August 2. 
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Women’s Page Springfield Union, Thursday, May 21, 1959 


FUN FOR THE FAMILY 
ASPARAGUS DINNER 
HERALDS TERCENTENARY 
IN HADLEY 


By Alice Scott Ross 


Bountiful Repast Served to 400; Uniformity of Quality Is Assured 


Lilacs decorated the tables Wednesday night in the parlors of Hadley’s 
historical First Congregational Church where over 400 guests sat down to 
the unique and traditional asparagus supper. 


The supper had been given an extra sparkle as it became a forerunner 
of the town’s formal tercentenary celebration which will take place the 
last of July and firsé of August. Two “Meet-the-Press” days, to acquaint 
out-of-town newspaper, radio and TV folks with local highlights, had 
been planned so that the supper could be included. 
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Two Sittings Necessary 


Two sittings, as usual, were necessary to accommodate those who had 
waited impatiently for the asparagus-supper date to be announced and 
then put in their reservations quickly before the all-taken sign was hoisted. 


No one is too sure when the suppers actually started but there is 
agreement that it was.at least 25 years ago. Few church members attend 
as guests—they are all helping in one capacity or another from teen-agers 
to the most dignified deacon. 


After the last guest is gone, the tables — enough of them — are reset 
and the workers sit down to eat in peace — shoes off, maybe — forgetting 
for the nonce that soon they’ll be up again washing their own dishes. 


Mrs. Osborne C. West, supper chairman and a ninth generation descen- 
dant of an original Hadley settler, John Smith, kept the kitchen goings-on 
under brisk control while daughter, Virginia Alice, (10th generation des- 
cendant) accomplished the same legerdemain with the dining room. 


The years follow their pattern. The platters of baked Polish ham 
held slices cut to the generous thickness of six to a pound — 160 pounds in 
all. The potato salad was made with two dozen eggs to the peck of pota- 
toes. Although the salad was prepared in various homes — a peck to a 
person — identical proportions and amounts were used. This does away 
with any calls for some of that salad over there please! 


It wasn’t always thus, said Mrs. West. In fact, the late Mrs. F. P. 
West made an especially delicious salad but she wouldn’t divulge its secret. 
She wouldn’t and she didn’t and no one ever found out. 


“She may have added a little sugar,’ commented Mrs. Osborne West 
pensively. 


No Tough Ends 


The asparagus was donated by church member growers, the whole 
nine crates. Each stalk had been carefully washed previous to its cooking 
and cut into bite sized pieces with great attention given to discarding the 
less tender butt ends so that every mouthful became an unalloyed delight. 


The individual shortcakes were all made, as usual by Mrs. Oscar 
Johnson of Hockanum. She prepared her own mix ahead of time (secret, 
of course!) and had spent practically all of Tuesday baking the biscuits. 
The strawberries, as has always been the rule, were fresh, shipped in to 
Boston from Delaware and carried by truck to Hadley where their hulls 
were snipped off by local workers — all eight crates of berries. 


Guests had a choice of the shortcake with whipped cream, REAL cream 
or ice cream. A strawberry sundae could be substituted for those who 
found capacities unable to cope with the shortcake. 


Homemade candy was on sale to help tide over those waiting for the 
second sitting. But the wise ones, although they bought, waited to eat it. 


*Twould have been folly to dim appetites when ambrosia was to be the 
fare! 
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Paging Women, Daily Hampshire Gazette, Wednesday, May 27, 1959 


POLISH 
SMORGASBORD 


When the women of the Rosary Sodality, Hadley, decided to help 
their local Tercentenary publicity committee to entertain the visiting 
press last week, they formed a committee to plan a Polish smorgasbord. 

Sisters Mrs. Alexander Madenski and Mrs. Wanda Storozuk, both of 
Newton Lane, became the co-chairman for the occasion, serving under 
their mother, Mrs. Joseph Podolak, who is president of the church group. 

There were 75 women who helped with the details of the entertain- 
ment and prepared typical Polish and other foods for the event. 

It was decided that the piece de resistance would be a roast suckling 
pig and Mrs. Walter (Helen) Strycharz of Newton Lane, assumed its pro- 
curement and cooking as her special project. 

Only after unanticipated difficulties were overcome did the pig appear 
at the smorgasbord. Helen searched hard and long to find a suckling pig. 
Next she could not have it butchered without a meat inspector present and 
then it was too big for every oven in town and was finally baked by 
Charles T. Sienkiewicz of 37 Russell St., who has a battery of pizza ovens. 

The Polish smorgasbord of the Rosary Sodality will long be remem- 
bered for its food and fun. The feted men and women of the press, radio 
and television programs sampled something of everything, piled their 
plates high and came back for more. 

Most of them couldn’t pronounce the names of the many things they 
ate but that didn’t deter their obvious pleasure and enthusiasm. 

Included in the array from which to choose were such Polish delicacies 
as kielbasa, several kinds of pierogi, golompki, kapusta, heaped plates of 
wonderful homemade breads, paczki, cheese cake, piczski with a variety 
of fillings and pressed cottage cheese. 

Especially appreciated was the chruscik, the Polish love knot made of 
a rolled pastry cut into oblongs. One end is pulled through a slit, giving 
the impression of a knot when it becomes crisp and golden brown when 
cooked in deep fat. Dusted with powder sugar they were irresistible. 
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Springfield Union, Thursday, May 21, 1959 


LEGEND, HISTORY 
INTERMIX AS HADLEY 
HOSTS PRESS 


Newsmen Given Preview of Tercentenary Celebration With Dinners, 


Tour of Estate, Boat Ride 


HADLEY — A glimpse of a gracefully aging house, a smattering of 
legend and a look at the town from the Connecticut River Wednesday 
opened a two-day ‘meet the press” program in anticipation of the Tercen- 
tenary celebration to be held here ia July. 


Luncheon First 


A luncheon at the Sportsman’s Club was first on the program. Miss 
Katherine Dwyer reviewed highlights of the town’s history, including the 
legend of the deliverance of its people from an Indian raid by the famed 
“Angel of Hadley.” 

The “angel” reportedly appeared miraculously at a meeting of resi- 
dents when they were besieged by Indians during the King Philip’s War. 
He is supposed to have led a successful repulse of the invaders. He is said 
to have been a man in nondescript clothing with a long flowing white 
beard. 

Speaking of the town’s Civil War hero, Gen. Joseph Hooker, Miss 
Dwyer noted that despite what history says of his role, “You had better 
speak well of him while in Hadley.” 
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Set Out by Boat 

Following the talk, a small convoy of boats set out with newspaper 
and magazine representatives aboard for a view of the town from the 
Connnecticut River. South from Coolidge Bridge the boats passed slowly 
eroding farm land on the left bank, pockmarked with thousands of holes 
pecked out by sparrows for nests. 

Further south reporters saw remnants of the pillars from which 
chains were stretched across the river in former times to catch logs 
coming down for the pulp mills. The Summit House atop Mount Holyoke 
overlooks the valley at this point. 

North of Coolidge Bridge the boats passed Canary Island, a picnic spot 
for boating enthusiasts, and dikes installed after the 1986 floods to protect 
precious farm land bordering the river. 


Visit Famed Estate 

After returning to the dock, the party was taken by bus to the famous 
“Forty Acres’ estate. Presented by its last owner, Dr. James Lincoln 
Huntington to the Porter-Phelps-Huntington-Foundation, it is operated as 
a historical house mansion. 

The original house, according to Dr. Huntington who conducted the 
tour, was built in 1752, by Moses Porter. It remains in its original state. 
Porter died in the French and Indian War. 

His daughter, Elizabeth, married Charles Phelps and is the subject of 
ghost stories connected with the house. According to Dr. Huntington, 
some nights at midnight one can hear footsteps going up the stairs to the 
third floor. The quarters are supposed to have been in the process of 
being prepared for a son of Elizabeth’s who later did not use it. So legend 
says she continues to climb the stairs to see how the work is progressing. 


Choir Entertains 

Dr. Huntington now lives in what was the carriage house. The 
original house has been unused, except for summer months, since 1864. 

The Upper Mills Female Choir entertained with songs from this 
early American period following the tour. The women, four of whom were 
descendants of the famous Parson Russell’s brother, were dressed in the 
garb of the time. 

This was followed by a display of art by residents in the Russell 
School. An “asparagus and strawberry” supper, commemorating two 
of the town’s chief products, was held in First Congregational Church 
basement. The first day’s program closed with a tour of the South Sea 
Island Musuem of Capt. Irving Johnson and the Bicycle Musuem. 


Today’s Program 

Today those of the press who wish to will pick asparagus at 5 a.m. 
Chairman of the Tercentenary Celebration Committee, Edwin M. Podolak, 
will lead the pickers. Breakfast will follow and at 9 a.m. a tour of town 
industries and a visit to the top of Mount Holyoke are planned. 

After lunch a tour of the Farm Museum and open houses, including 
the oldest in town, the McQueston house, are on the agenda. At 6:30 a 
Polish smorgasbord will be featured. 
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Springfield Union, Friday, May 22, 1959 


ROLE OF POLISH 
SETTLERS IN HADLEY 
TOLD TO PRESS 


HADLEY — Polish delicacies were featured Thursday night at a 
Polish smorgasbord that climaxed the second Hadley Tercentenary ‘Meet 
the Press” day. 


150 at Events 
More than 150 press and radio representatives, Tercentenary commit- 
tee members, and guests attended the smorgasbord, held in the Hadley 
Legion Hall. It was the final event of a two-day press program presented 
in connection with the 300th anniversary of Hadley this summer. 

The smorgasbord featured traditional Polish dishes and a program 
of Polish folk music. It was presented by Hadley Polish-American citizens 
to emphasize the part Polish settlers have played in the history of the 
three-century-old town. 

The program included accordian solos by Rose Kremenski and vocal 
solos by Donna Klimosky. A group of costumed folk singers presented a 
program of Polish songs. They were Helen Strycharz, Joan Madenski, 
Wanda Storozuk, Alexis Madenski, Leona Strycharz, Marion Kostek and 
Jane Kisieleski. 


Main Occupation Stressed 

The Thursday program opened with an event that called attention to 
Hadley’s main occupation and industry — agriculture. 

The visiting press delegates were invited to go with Edwin Podolak, 
Tercentenary Chairman, and pick fresh asparagus in the fields at dawn. 
This is the real way to enjoy the Hadley specialty, according to Hadleyites. 

A morning tour of Hadley homes and industries followed. The tour 
stopped at the Howe Cutlery shop in North Hadley, believed to be the last 
remaining shop in this country where knives: and needles for making 
brooms from broomcorn are made. The shop is run by 82-year-old Arthur 
C. Howe today as it was when the broomcorn industry was one of Hadley’s 
biggest. The group drove to the century-old Summit House at the top of 
Mount Holyoke for lunch and an unmatched view of Hadley and the Con- 
necticut Valley. The house, now part of a state park, played host to Jenny 
Lind, Abraham Lincoln, Charles Dickens and others when it was an inter- 
nationally-known hotel and resort. 

A tour of Hadley Farm Museum followed lunch. The museum, begun 
by the Johnson family of Hadley and now run by the Massachusetts Socie- 
ty for Promoting Agriculture, is in the town center and has Ashley Cook 
as curator and guide. On display are hundreds of pre-Civil War farm 
tools, vehicles, household articles and relics. 


Oldest in Hadley 


The group also inspected the 1713 McQueston House, oldest in Hadley. 
The McQueston dwelling is one of eight historic town houses that will be 
on view on open house day, Saturday, August 1. 
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FASHIONS 
BROOM CORN 


KNIVES 


Arthur Howe demonstrated for the press how cutlery was made by his 
grandfather before him for local use by growers of broomcorn — a business 
abandoned years ago. 


This water-powered mill in North Hadley was explored by members of the press inter- 
ested in the unique business operated by three generations. The shifting of the growing 
broomcorn to submarginal lands and the discontinuing of making brooms locally led to Arthur 
Howe’s gradual discontinuance of manufacturing of the needed knives and needles. 
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The Hartford Times, Tuesday, May 26, 1959 


ARTHUR HOWE, 
FRIEND OF THE 
BROOMCORN 
INDUSTRY 


By Tony Davenport 


North Hadley, Mass. — Arthur Howe grinds a very fine blade down by 
the old mill stream. He’s been doing it for a large part of his 81 years. 


If Mr. Howe’s cutlery is a bit unusual, one can rest assured it’s the best 
of its kind available. 


Mr. Howe, you see, makes broom-corn knives (and needles and combs 
and whatever else is necessary to the manufacture of milady’s favorite 
whiskbroom). 


The shop — a former ice cream plant, if you will — is dusty and dingy 
with age. Its benches are worn smooth at the edge and littered with scraps 
of carbon steel, assortments of hammers, a few dies, whetstones, wooden 
handles, filings — more than half a century of bric-a-brac necessary to his 
little one-man industry. 


There are some old pictures and magazines, too, all of them slightly 
vellowed with age and heralding the past glories of the broomcorn industry 
which once upon a time flourished in the heart of Pioneer Valley. 


THE CORN itself is gone now, its last vestiges in the East located 
around Amsterdam, N. Y. Only Mr. Howe remains, plugging away at a 
nearly obsolete industry which has seen three generations of his family 
working at it in the same location. 


Mr. Howe is a storehouse of Jocal history, seemingly delighted to talk 
to people who pause to make the sharp turn into the yard of his shop. 


If the place seems a bit drab to the visitor, Mr. Howe explains there’s 
no electricity. His grinding wheels, press punch and other fundamental 
machinery are driven directly by waterpower from the mill wheel. 


If the man himself pauses to stare around at his beloved debris now 
and then, it’s probably with the realization that when he dies—and he’s well 
accustomed to the idea — an era of Yankee industry goes with him. There 
is no fourth generation, and the knives, needles and combs will fall prey to 
larger factories and the unfeeling methods of automation. 


“THERE WAS one nephew,” he said, “and I thought for a while he 
might be interested in taking over when I’m gone. But he went on to other 
things, and, well, this is about it.” 


The company — C. D. Dickenson and Sons — was started by Mr. 
Howe’s grandfather. At that time, the fields of Hadley were tall with 
stands of broomcorn. Special equipment was needed to cut, trim and pre- 
pare it for household use. And so it was that a waterwheel was built beside 
a shed where the Dickensons, in true Yankee fashion, started solving an 
economic necessity. 


The original mill burned down when Mr. Howe was a boy. At the time, 
however, another Hadley gentleman was engaged in the production of ice 
cream. When he retired from the business, having been bought out by a 
larger dairy company, the ice cream plant went on the block. The Howe 
family bought it and moved it to the old mill stream site. 


“Every now and then,” says Mr. Howe, “‘the people to whom I sell my 
things send me a box of knives or needles made by one of my competitors. 
No instructions or anything, and when I ask them about it they say they 
don’t know what I should do with it either, and I just ship them back. 
Never happens with my stuff.” 


OCCASIONALLY Mr. Howe turns out a “‘panfull”’ of knives for local 
housewives, a keen-edged, high-carbon product which apparently never 
wears out. 


“Tt’s a terrible problem,” one of the local women confided. “If you want 
a few more, even years later, he feels terribly put out that the first one 
might not have been just right.” 

Meanwhile the imperturbable Mr. Howe keeps stamping, trimming, 
grinding and filing — in a quiet and sedate fashion, of course — in the fac- 
tory by the mill stream in North Hadley, rummaging about a dusty shop 
loaded with the antiquities of his New England trade. 
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Kathy Maslanka, drum majorette, and Richard Bak, student conductor of the 
Hadley schools’ 68-piece band, flank the huge eighth note and welcome to festival par- 
ticipants placed on Hopkins Academy lawn. 
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Springfield Sunday Republican, May 24, 1959 


WESTERN MASS. 
MUSIC FETE 
ATTENDED BY 
6000 IN HADLEY 


HADLEY — High school musicians made this town a tuneful spot 
Saturday singing and playing their way through an all-day program of 
events that made up the 1959 Western Massachusetts Music Festival. 

A cool, bright day and the warm Hadley hospitality combined to make 
the festival outstanding for the estimated 6000 performers and guests 
who attended. 


Students, Faculty Hosts 


The festival was held in Hadley in connection with the 300th anni- 
versary celebration here this summer. The students and faculty of Hop- 
kins Academy were hosts to the visiting musicians, with Miss Norinne M. 
Jacobus of the Academy Music Department as hostess supervisor. 

Attending the festival were 40 high school bands, 42 high school 
choral groups and six orchestras from all over Western Massachusetts, 
plus high school musical outfits from Revere. The purpose of the festival 
is to let the young musicians be heard and instructed by experts. 

This was done in a series of auditions from 8 to noon. Almost every 
public room here was pressed into service for the auditions. The groups 
played and sang in school halls, churches, the Town Hall, College Hall at 
Amherst and even the local hotel. 


Rated, Instructed 


Each was given a half hour to perform before the adjudicators, and 
each was rated and instructed in the critique that followed each audition. 
The adjudicators were college and secondary school music directors and 
teachers from all over New England. 

Following the auditions, two mass performances by the high school 
musicians were held. One was a massed chorus program of four numbers 
directed by Miss Iva Dee Hiatt, Director of Choral Music at Smith College. 
The 300-voice program was performed with only one combined rehearsal, 
after all the groups had rehearsed the numbers separately. 

A massed bands performance followed, with the colorfully-uniformed 
bandsmen arranged in a huge wheel formation on the Hopkins athletic 
field. The 40 bands presented a six-number program that ended with the 
national anthem. John D. Corley, Jr., Director of Music in the Brookline 
public schools, was the conductor. 


Parade is Climax 


The climax of the festival was a parade, leaving from the Hopkins 
grounds, proceeding down Russell St. and passing a reviewing stand on 
Middle St. Both bands and choral groups marched. There were seven 
divisions. The Mahar Regional High School band and chorus led and the 
Hopkins band and combined Glee Club, as hosts, brought up the rear. 

The Mahar School, in Orange, will be host to the festival next year. 
It will coincide with the 160th anniversary of that town. 


41 


Daily Hampshire Gazette, Monday, May 25, 1959 


ANNUAL MUSIC FESTIVAL 


ATTRACTS SATURDAY 
THRONG, SUCCESS 
IN EVERY WAY 


An estimated 10,000 persons, including 42 high school choral groups, 
40 bands and six orchestras as participants, attended the annual Western 
Massachusetts Music Festival here on Saturday. The students and faculty 
of Hopkins Academy were hosts to the visitors. Miss Norinne M. Jacobus, 
Music Supervisor in Hadley schools, was hostess supervisor. 

Unlike Friday’s weather when the mercury rose to 90 degrees in the 
shade, Saturday was clear and cool with high readings barely in the 70s. 
Only a few young people required the attention of Mrs. Helen Vanasse, 
registered nurse, at her office at Hopkins. 


The festival was held in connection with the town’s 300th anniversary 
program which comes late in July. Town officials obtained many pointers 
on how to handle an even larger crowd. 


The youngsters took over the town from about 8 in the morning until 
late afternoon when the parade was over. Debris was scattered about 
the center of town, especially on Russell School grounds and along South 
Middle St. lawns where scores of buses were parked. There were hun- 
dreds of discarded carbonated beverage bottles but fortunately only a few 
broken. 


Auditions of the various musical groups and organizations were held 
in the morning in several buildings here, in Amherst and North Hadley. 
There were top notch adjudicators from New England schools and colleges. 
Assisting as announcers or collectors were Mrs. Joseph A. Logan Jr., Mrs. 
Paul Brown, Mr. Logan, Mrs. John Martula, Mrs. Stanley Gaunt, Mrs. 
Rufus Kneeland, Mrs. Joseph Zalot, Miss Mary Shea, Miss Florence Burke, 
Mrs. Finis Reed, Vernon Stiles, Miss Alice Lawrence, Miss Jean Klocko, 
Mrs. Amelia Pekala, Miss Margaret Tudryn, Mrs. Florence Utley, Mrs. 
Margaret Smith, Miss Fanny Allen, Mrs. Robert Emery, Mrs. Marion Hor- 
ton, Mrs. Elsie Bates, Mrs. Mildred Felbut, Mrs. Clementie Wanczyk, 
Mrs. Eleanor Niedbala, Mrs. Mabel Van Petersilge, Mrs. Earle Carpenter, 
Mrs. Harold Kennedy, Mrs. Miriam Pratt, Miss Dorothy Russell, Mrs. 
Merrill Glazier, Mrs. Helen Hahn, Mrs. Joseph Maksimoski ‘and Mrs. Carl 
Banas. Those serving as “lady in waiting’ were Mrs. Peter Kosior, Mrs. 
G. Sherman Smith, Mrs. Gordon Cook, Mrs. Chester Gronostalski, Mrs. 
Stanley Kulas, Mrs. Edwin Buckhout and Mrs. Alexander Madenski. 


The groups were given constructive criticism by adjudicators but 
there were no awards or ratings. 


Then came the massed chorus in the academy gymnasium. They sang 
selections by Handel, Mozart and Gershwin under the direction of Miss 
Iva Dee Hiatt, Director of Choral Music at Smith College. 

The climactic spectacles were the massed band program on Hopkins 
field and the parade. John D. Corley, Director of Music in the public 
schools of Brookline and MIT Band Director, led the 40 bands in works by 
Finlayson, Bach, Alford, Ward, Sousa and Key. 

A color guard from Old Hadley Post 271, American Legion, led the 
huge parade which went along Russell St., up West, along North Lane and 
then down North Middle St., past the reviewing stand.Mahar Regional, to 
host the festival next year, led the parade. Hopkins, as 1959 host, brought 
up the rear in the 7th and final division. 
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Spectators were able to take advantage of the spacious West St. com- 
mon, which will be used extensively during the three-day tercentenary 
celebration. Town property along both West and Middle Sts. served as 
resting places or vantage points for the out-of-town guests. The acres of 
closely cropped lawns were praised by the visitors. 

Local regular and auxiliary police officers directed traffic under the 
direction of Chief Tony Gesiorek and Earl Breor, who heads the auxiliary 
unit. Cars were barred fom the parade route when the line of march 
was in progress. 

Visiting officials had the highest praise for the arrangements here 
made by Miss Jacobus, assisted in programming by Fred P. Ollivier. All 
teachers and many academy students assisted and the first aid station 
was in charge of Dr. Maurice Kennedy and Mrs. Vanasse. Other adults 
who had special roles were Mrs. John Klimoski, Mrs. Stephen Mushenski, 
Benjamin Drabeck, Stuart Russell, Joseph E. Zalot, Miss Mildred Pierce 
and Bruce E. Bradford. 

After a chilly, mostly cloudy day on Sunday, temperatures tumbled 
during the night and were as low as 34 degrees early today. 

Many Hadley residents were asked on Saturday for a little water 
by young people taking part in the Western Mass. Music Festival here. 
But it wasn’t for drinking. Scores of boys and several girls were packing 
water pistols. 
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Hopkins Academy Majorettes, left to right: 
Barbara Malinoski, Vera West, Betty Lipski, 
Diane Kozera, Joan Malinoski, Marianne 
Taraska, Leona Waskiewicz, Brenda Sheehan, 
Susanne Wancyzk, Constance Paulson, Leona 
Strycharz, Kathy Maslanka 


Hopkins Academy Majorettes and Band 


Band Directors, left to right: Clarence 
Turner, Palmer High School; Ray Dumas, 
Athol High School; Anthony DiGiore, W. 
Springfield Elementary; Douglas Ward, West- 
field High School; John Nowak, St. Mary’s 
Westfield 


Hasthampton High School 


Athol High School 


Agawam High School 


Daily Hampshire Gazette, Thursday, June 11, 1959 


HADLEY 
CELEBRATION 
PROGRAM 
ON VIDEO 
FRIDAY 


HADLEY — Hadley’s Tercentenary celebration will be featured on 
the Tom Colton program “Highlights of Western Massachusetts” on Fri- 
day evening at 7:15. The last “Highlights” program of this season will 
be devoted entirely to Hadley. 


Atty. Edwin M. Podolak, Chairman of the Tercentenary Committee, 
will speak on the program that has been arranged for July 31, Aug. 1 and 
2. Miss Ruth Scott, Chairman of the Historical Drama Committee, has 
chosen a dance section of the drama. In this dance will be a father-daugh- 
ter team, Joseph Zatyrka and Mrs. Irene Schaeffer, doing a Ukrainian 
dance in costume. 


Mrs. George Pratt and Dr. James Huntington of the Open Houses 
Committee will enumerate the houses and museums to be opened on Satur- 
day, Aug. 1, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. They will also show photographs of 
some interiors and exteriors. 


A brief review of the “Angel of Hadley” will be presented by Mrs. 
William E. Dwyer Chairman of Publicity. 


All people taking part in the prog'‘am are reminded that they are to 
meet Mr. Colton at the main gate of the Eastern States Exposition grounds 
at 5 o’clock on Friday. 
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Daily Hampshire Gazette, Friday, June 12, 1959 


FLAG DAY 
EXERCISES HERE 


ON SUNDAY 


HADLEY — Dr. Albert E. Burke of Cheshire, Conn., a renowned 
champion of American patriotism, will be the main speaker at Flag Day 
exercises here on Sunday afternoon at 2:30, sponsored by Northampton 
Lodge of Elks. The parade will start at West St., and proceed to Hopkins 
Academy where exercises will be held. 


Exalted Ruler Donald Berube urges county residents to show their 
patriotism towards the country by joining in honoring the American flag. 


AT 


CHURCH EVENTS 


Sunday, July 12, 1959 
10:30 A.M. 
First Congregational Church, Commemoration Sunday, Communion 
Service, Rev. Joseph J. Russell of Melrose, Mass., a direct descendant 
of Parson John Russell, Jr., will assist in the service using the old 
communion silver. 


11:00 A.M. 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church, Special Sermon and Solemn Pontifical 
Mass by His Excellency, The Most Reverend Christopher J. Weldon, 
D.D., Bishop of Springfield. 


12-1 bere Ms 
First Congregational Church, Commemoration Service at the Hadley 
Cemetery honoring the former ministers buried there. 


AAUUE 1 e2a\ b 
Saint John’s Catholic Church, Appropriate Sermon by His Excellency, 
The Most Reverend Christopher J. Weldon, D.D., Bishop of Spring- 
field, Administration of the Sacrament of Confirmation by the Bishop 
to the “Tercentennial Class.”’ Solemn Pontifical Benediction of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. 


Saturday, July 18, 1959 
6250 7PM: 
First Congregational Church, Anniversary Banquet honoring those 


who have been active members of this church for 50 years or more. 
A film strip of the life of the Church will be shown. 


Sunday, July 19, 1959 
10:30 A.M. 
First Congregational Church, Church Heritage Sunday, Church Serv- 
ice. Dr. Albert J. Penner, President of the Massachusetts Congrega- 
tional Christian Conference will give the sermon. 


AOU RDEV 
First Congregational Church, Greetings from associated churches. 
6:00 P.M. 
First Congregational Church, Fellowship Hour — tea. 
Loum 
First Congregational Church, Historical Highlights of the Church in 
Tableaux. 
Sunday, July 26, 1959 
7:00 A.M. 


Holy Rosary Catholic Church, Holy Mass; Holy Mass also at 8:30 
A.M.; 9:15 A.M. (North Hadley) ; 10:00 A.M. 


8:00 A.M. 
Saint John’s Catholic Church, Holy Mass; Holy Mass also at 10:00 
A.M. 
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CHURCH EVENTS 


Friday, July 31, 1959 - August 2, 1959 


First Congregational Church, Open House, Friday from 2 to 5 and 
Saturday from 10 to 5. There will be historical exhibits and refresh- 
ments will be served. 


Sunday, August 2, 1959 


Holy Mass at Holy Rosary Catholic Church and Saint John’s Catholic 
Church at same hours as on Sunday, July 26, 1959. 


9:30 A.M. 
Second Congregational Church of North Hadley will join the First 
Congregational Church in special services conducted by Rev. Paul A. 
Crow, Jr. and Rev. William G. Lorimer. 


Open House at Saint John’s Catholic Church and Holy Rosary Cath- 
olic Church during the entire Tercentenary Period. 
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The Catholic Observer, Friday, July 17, 1959 


HADLEY PARISHES 
PRAISE GOD 
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ON TOWN’S 
300TH BIRTHDAY 


Bishop Weldon greet members of the committee arranging for the Hadley Tercen- 
tenary ceremonies. From left: front row — Edward J. Matuszko, Ernest W. Hibbard, 
John S. Kelley, Jr., Edwin M. Podolak, Chairman, Bishop Weldon, John T. Martula, 
Co-chairman, John Mish, Jr., Roger Johnson; second row — Edward C. Wancezyk, 
Chairman of the Board of Selectmen, William Chmura; third row — R. Donald Ship- 
man, Owen A. MeNiff, Jr., Stanley C. Jekanoski. 
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HOLY ROSARY 
CHURCH 


Priests and faithful gather around Bishop Weldon on the happy Hadley Tercen- 
tenary Day, outside of Holy Rosary Church. From the left: front row — Father John 
Langow, Adams; Monsignor Walter C. Connell, South Hadley;Father Xavier Bara- 
nowski, Hatfield; Father Joseph Sitkowski, Holy Rosary Pastor; Bishop Weldon; 
Father John B. Hughes, Pastor of St. John’s Parish, Hadley; Father J. Alfred Lane, 
Pastor of St. Brigid’s Parish, Amherst; Father Walter Szymczyk, Pastor of St. John 
Cantius Parish, Northampton; Father Bernard L. Doheny, St. Michael’s Cathedral, 
Master of Ceremonies. 
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Priests prepare to enter Holy Rosary Church in the procession before the Solemn 
Pontifical Mass. From the left: Father Joseph Sitkowski, Holy Rosary Pastor; 
Father John B. Hughes, Pastor of St. John’s Parish, Hadley; Father John Langow, 
Adams; Father Walter Szymezyk, Northampton; Father J. Alfred Lane, Amherst. 


Bishop Weldon congratulates the choir which was responsible for the heavenly 
music at the Pontifical Mass. From the left: front row — Sister Paula, CFM; 
Bishop Weldon; Sister Pulcheria, CFM; second row — Mrs. George Boisvert; Mrs. 
John Kowal; Mrs. Connie Dawick, choir director; Mrs. Edward Banas; third row — 
Mrs. Edward Dymek; Mrs. Martin Gwozdz; Susan Martula; Esther Boisvert; fourth 
row — Mrs. Edward Rytuba; Mrs. John Kostek; Mrs. John S. Jezierski; Mrs. Loretta 
BEL fifth row — Richard Martula; Robert Piziak; Edward Jekanoski; Edward 

ymek. 
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Father John B. Hughes, Pastor of St. John’s Parish, Hadley, left, and Joseph J. 
Sitkowski, Pastor of Holy Rosary Parish, Hadley, joined Bishop Weldon in congratu- 
lating the group of young ladies dressed in traditional Polish costumes who led the 
procession of priests and people into Holy Rosary Church for the Pontifical Mass. 
Left to right: first row — Mary Ann Kieras, Suzanne Rodak, Patricia Marcinowski, 
Carol Fil, Bernice Waskiewicz, Caroline Gwozdz; second row — Jane Kiselewiski, 


Bishop Weldon, Barbara Fil; third row — Alexis Madenski, Susan Wanat, Judith 
Rodak. 
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ST. JOHN’S CHURCH 


St. John’s Church 


Members of the United States Navy Reserve, Springfield, stand at attention as 
Bishop Christopher J. Weldon enters St. John’s Church to administer Confirmation. 
At the left is St. John’s Pastor, Father John B. Hughes. Behind the Bishop are 
Fathers John Freel of Florence, and Martin Forhan of Springfield. 
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Olde Hadley Post; American Legion, had a prominent part in Catholic ceremonies 
marking the Tercentenary of the Town. Above, the honor guard leads the procession 
of children to be confirmed into St. John’s Church. Making sure that nothing goes 
wrong is Procession Marshal, Father Daniel A. Crowley, Pastor of St. Catherine’s 


Parish, Leeds. 
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Cross bearer John Callahan leads the procession from St. John’s Church at the 
close of the Pontifical Mass celebrated by Bishop Christopher J. Weldon. The candle- 
bearers are Philip Duffy, left, and John Duffy. The priests are, left, Father Aloysius 
‘Budnik, Hadley, and Casimir Switalski, South Deerfield. 


Bishop 
ceremonies at St. John’s Church. 


and Pastor pose with happy Tercentennial Confirmation class after the 
Father John B. Hughes, Pastor, is at right. 
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THE FIRST 
CONGREGRATIONAL 
CHURCH 
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The First Congregational Church was founded the same year that 
Hadley became a town and its anniversary was planned as part of the 
community’s celebration. Those in charge of the Church Tercentenary 
were: General Chairman, Miss Elinor V. Smith; Banquet, George B. 
Goddard; Flowers, Mrs. Paul W. Brown; Historical Exhibits, Mrs. Daniel 
P. Sullivan and Mrs. Kenneth W. Parsons; Historical Episodes, Miss 
‘Fanny G. Allen; Hospitality, Mrs. Oscar A. Johnson; Invitations, Earle 
P. Parsons; Lighting, Joseph A. Logan, Jr.; Music, Mrs. Joseph A. Logan 
Jr.; Publicity and Publications, Mrs. John R. Barstow and Mrs. Joseph 
W. Nutter; Tea, Mrs. Osborne C. West. 


On July 12, after a Communion Service by Rev. Joseph J. Russell, 
a direct descendant of Parson John Russell, Jr., the first pastor, a com- 
memoration service was held in the Old Hadley Cemetery honoring former 
ministers buried there. 


There was an Anniversary Banquet July 18 and Church Heritage 
Sunday, July 19, concluded with “Historical Highlights of the Church in 
Tableaux.” 


There was Open House July 31 through August 2 as part of Hadley’s 
celebration with historical items on exhibit. 
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Daily Hampshire Gazette, Wednesday, July 1, 1959 


SACRED REMEMBRANCES 


RETURN HOME 


HADLEY — Dr. Huntington is pictured with Miss Elinor Smith, General Chairman 
of the First Church Tercentenary Committee. 


Two silver cups, a part of the First Church of Hadley’s communion 
service, have come home. Their arrival from the Boston Museum of Fine 
Arts, where they have been on display for nearly three decades, has spe- 
cial significance to one other than the church members who are now pre- 
paring for commemorative exercises during the Tercentenary celebration. 
For it was Dr. James L. Huntington of the Porter-Phelps-Huntington 
Foundation who saved this now treasured inheritance for the church 
itself. 


Dr. Huntington has never told his part in the story of how these 
antique cups found their way to Boston, but church records have supplied 
these facts. In 1930 church members were disturbed because their building 
had neither a safe nor a suitable place to store the old collection of pewter 


and silver plates, cups and tankards. Nor were funds available to procure 
one, 
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Since 1906 when the practice of using individual cups was installed 
in the service of communion, the old pieces had become scattered. Some 
were packed away in old church cupboards while others were the respon- 
sibility of various deacons. One of the oldest was kept hidden — so old- 
timers in Hadley claim — in a trunk under one prominent deacon’s bed. 


A committee was formed to discuss and recommend the silver’s ulti- 
mate destination. But before any facts could be presented a dealer, aware 
of antique values, came forward with a cash offer for two of the older 
silver cups. When the sum was refused, he doubled his offer and before 
the church members could meet to be tempted to part with the two pieces 
of silver, another bid was made which doubled the second price. This new 
buyer represented the Yale Museum’in New Haven, Conn. 


Perhaps this new interest had been whetted by the fact that one of 
the cups was made by a native son of Connecticut, a John Dixwell, born 
in New Haven in 1701. Dixwell had worked at the goldsmith’s trade in 
Boston and was one of the founders of the old North Church. The Hadley 
Church had been presented with this cup by Peter Montague, son of Rich- 
ard Montague, one of the original settlers from Wethersfield. 


Peter Montague was on the committee which erected Hadley’s second 
church on West St., the predecessor of the present edifice. He was one of 
Hadley’s three wealthiest men, repeatedly a member of the Board of Select- 
men and four times representative to the General Court in Boston. The 
cup is inscribed “The Gift of Mr. Peter Montague to the Church of Christ 
now in Hadley 1723.” 


The other cup’s look of antiquity was borne out by the stamped name 
of its maker, Zachariah Brigden, born in 1734 in Charlestown, Mass. His 
shop was on Corn Hill in Boston. This smaller cup of similar pattern was 
also of graceful shape. It is inscribed “The Gift of C.H.I. to the First 
Church of Christ in Hadley.” The initials probably referred to Hannah 
Ingram, who later became the wife of Deacon Nathaniel Montague. 


While the church thus learned that their silver had intrinsic value, 
it was faced with a difficult decision. Some reasoned that the proffered 
sum, if accepted, would enable the church to carry out its benevolences 
and might even help to improve the building itself. A vote was taken and 
it was agreed to sell. But reconsideration came when it was discovered 
that younger members had not been legally entitled to vote. By this time 
some wiser heads were arguing that the cups were beyond price. 


At this point Dr. Huntington, who reveres all things old and beau- 
tiful, came forward with a solution. He asked to be permitted to pay a 
sizeable sum for five years if the two cups in question could be sent to Bos- 
ton for study where thev could, of course, be displayed safely. At the end 
of that time the financial status of the church treasury would be improved 
and best of all, a heritage would be preserved. 


So the cups were not sold and they have been available for inspection 
by many more than visit Hadley’s historic church yearly. And with ad- 
ditional funds at its disposal, cabinets were installed in the rear of the 
church to house the other pieces which are now regarded as sacred re- 
membrances. 


Dr. Huntington drove to the Hadley church to watch the unpacking 
of the old cups he had helped to preserve. He admired again all the other 
communion pieces now properly displayed in the church sanctuary. If he 
lingered a little longer before two handsome cups of less antiquity, it is 
not surprising. These cups were inscribed simply, “Presented by Elizabeth 
Phelps to the Church of Christ in Hadley 1813.” 

You see, Elizabeth Phelps was his great-great-grandmother. 
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Daily Hampshire Gazette, Saturday, July 18, 1959 


EDIBLE EDIFICE 


HADLEY’S FIRST CHURCH 
TO BE EATEN FOR DINNER 


By Dorothy Potter 
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Mrs. Norman (Margaret) Barstow of 108 South Middle St., Hadley, disproved 
the prediction of her father, Harry Greene, that she couldn’t make this 17 by 28 by 36 
inch cake replica of the First Church in Hadley because of its weight and the difficulty of 
keeping the layers from shifting. It is the final course of church tercentenary dinner 
tonight. 


They can have their church and eat it, too — thanks to Mrs. Norman 
(Margaret) C. Barstow of 108 South Middle St., Hadley. 


Tonight members of the First Church of Hadley and their guests will 
have dinner in their church celebrating the town’s 300th anniversary 
and for dessert they’ll eat the rear half of the 120-pound cake, baked and 
built for the occasion by church member, Mrs. Barstow. 


The front half will be served at another function in the church to- 
morrow. 

Margaret, famous for her beautifully decorated cakes, thought of 
making the church cake for months, carefully figuring out all the problems 
of how much to bake for its specific dimensions, how to assemble and frost 
lt 
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She started baking the requisite white and yellow cakes in 17 by 
12 inch pans a week ago and froze them as they accumulated. Tuesday 
night they were moved to the church kitchen and permitted to thaw. At 
8:30 Wednesday morning the determined cake baker started her project 
of constructing the church and frosting it. At midnight, 18 hours later, 
she went wearily home with the huge cake completed and protected by a 
plastic covered frame made by her husband. 


She piled the cakes in layers and separated them with stiff card- 
board wrapped in heavy foil with plastic pegs inserted in each layer to 
help support the weight of each additional layer. Beams of cake hold the 
light plastic roof which Mrs. Barstow selected to eliminate some weight 
and to permit the removal of the black frosting which she thought some 
diners would not enjoy eating as it would make their teeth black tem- 
porarily. 

Mrs. Barstow has made many cakes but to date the church is her 
largest and she doesn’t anticipate doing anything larger. Just considering 
the amount of the ingredients she used would make most housewives gasp. 


Margaret used 90 cups of flour, 214 gallons of milk, 20 cups of short- 
ening, 52 cups of sugar, nine dozen eggs, 64 teaspoons of baking powder, 
20 teaspoons of almond and vanilla extracts and 20 teaspoons of salt. The 
frosting required 24 pounds of confectioners’ sugar. 


The weather vane was made by Norman of copper shim stock and 
the compass is bent florist’s wire. The steeple, the top of which is three 
feet above the table top, is foam plastic as are the windows, which Mar- 
garet checked with frosting to simulate the old panes. 


The balls on the weather vane presented a serious problem. Margaret 
shaped them from porous plastic and sprayed them with gold- paint. The 
balls simply disappeared. The solution was finally found by shaping and 
painting cork. 

And Margaret’s much appreciated contribution to the church’s Ter- 
centenary dinner would not have been possible if her eldest children, Nor- 
man, 16, and Janet, 12, hadn’t baby sat with her youngest two, Harry, 8, 
and Robin, 5, for the 16 hours she spent at the church assembling and 
frosting the edible masterpiece. 
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Daily Hampshire Gazette, Friday, July 17, 1959 


TO PORTRAY LIFE 
OF 
HADLEY CHURCH 


Church services in 1770. Left to right, front row: Deborah Logan, Timothy 
Barstow, Marjorie Dodge, Jeffrey Logan. Second row: Mrs. John Barstow, Mrs. Fred 
Kentfield, Mrs. Norman Barstow, Clifford Horton. 


Seaman’s Friend Society in 1870. Seated, left to right: Mrs. Paul Brown, Miss 
Lillian Smith, Mrs. John Moodie, Mrs. Lewis West. Standing: Meredith Reed, Marion 
West, Mrs. Seymour Parker. 
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Daily Hampshire Gazette, Saturday, July 25, 1959 


ANNUAL FIREMEN’S 
MUSTER IS SET 
SUNDAY WITH 
PARADE 


HATFIELD — Fire fighters will conduct their annual muster Sunday, 
starting with a parade at noon. Fire departments from about 20 communi- 
ties are’ expected to participate, with definite replies received from Am- 
herst, Lenox, Cummington, Whately, Gill, Greenfield, Hinsdale, Belcher- 
town, Lee, South Deerfield, Northampton and Falls Village, Conn. 


Miss Diane Burke, a recent Smith Academy graduate, will be queen 
for the day. Musical organizations will include the Hatfield Junior Drum 
Corps, Millers Falls Band, Northampton Legion Band and Whip City Band 
of Westfield. 


The annual hose cart contest between Hadley and Hatfield will be a 
feature. 


Prizes will be $25 for best appearing fire company with apparatus in 
line of march; three prizes of $75, $50 and $25 in each of two pumping 
classes; centrifugal, and gear and piston, and $50 and $25 for a special 
feature, “Midnight Alarm.” 


A premuster smorgasbord and dance will be held Saturday night 
from 8 to 12 at Hatfield Club Barn. 


The parade committee includes Edward Merski, William Korza, Michael 
Fox, Jr., and Connie Pelis. Chairman of the muster committee is Bernard 
Shaw, assisted by Chief Arthur Smith; tickets, Francis Hebert and Joseph 
Krawczyk; smorgasbord, Henry Skorupski and Bernard Pelis; and queen, 
Joseph Wendlowski. 


Fireman’s Muster—Left to Right—Walter Pickunka, Joseph Wendlowski, Hatfield 
Queen, Diane Burke, John J. Fortsch and Henry Sliwoski, Chief of Police. 
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Springfield Union, Monday, July 27, 1959 


HATFIELD, CUMMINGTON 


STAR IN 
TERCENTENARY 


MUSTER 


HADLEY — A member of Pittsfield Fire Depariment is shown directing fire 
apparatus traffic yesterday on West St. common in preparation for the Tercentenary 
Muster, which drew more than 20 departments from Western Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut. Hatfield and Cummington were the big prize winners. Bleachers were 
erected in the contest area and officials estimated that about 5,000 persons saw the 


muster and parade. 


Former Hadley fire chiefs attended the muster. Front row, left to right: Anthony 
G. Blyda, Robert McQueston, Leland Sanders, Joseph Kozera and Robert Burke. Rear 


seated, Stephen Banasieski. 
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Springfield Union, Monday, July 27, 1959 


TEAM SHOWS 
STYLE AT 

HADLEY FIREMEN’S 
MUSTER 


The old feud between the towns of Hatfield and Hadley was again in the open at 
the annual Hadley Firemen’s Muster held Sunday afternoon with the boys from Hat- 
field getting the upper hand. The Hadley horse wagon is seen here tearing along 
toward the fire plug with the boys ready to leap off and hook up. The Hadley boys 
lost the contest by “two-tenths of a second.” 
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HATFIELD AND 
CUMMINGTON TOPS 
AT HADLEY 

MUSTER 


The Hatfield and Cummington departments were the big winners 
in the Hadley Tercentenary Fire Fighters’ Muster held Sunday afternoon 
on West St. common following a parade through the center of town which 
attracted nearly 5000 persons. 


First in Rotary Gear 


Hatfield was first in rotary gear competition and received $75, first 
in midnight false alarm, $25, and won the traditional wagon race against 
Hadley in a close test. Cummington received $75 for winning the centrif- 
ugal force pumping. 


Cummington took its contest in 40.2 seconds while Williamsburg was 
second, 40.7 and Belchertown, third, 45. Hatfield clocked a time of 31.2 
seconds in rotary gear. Whately was second with 34 and Greenfield third, 
36.5. Terryville, Conn., won the hose cart run with a time of 19.7 seconds. 
Granby was second with 20.4 and Gill third, 20.5. 


Hatfield had 39.3 seconds in winning the midnight alarm. Belcher- 
town was second with 46.9 and Terryville third, 47. 


Amherst received $25 for having the best display in the parade. Ches- 
ter was second and Unionville, Conn., received honorable mention. West- 
minster Always Ready Fire Department received $15 as first prize for 
the best old equipment. 


Muster judges were Capt. Roy O’Hare of Holyoke, Deputy Chief 
John Donlevy of South Hadley Falls, Chief Fred Shepard of Pelham and 
Joseph Wysinski of Northampton. Parade judges were Mrs. Joseph A. 
Logan, Jr., Michael Grabiec and Arthur Cleary. Charles Kulikowski was 
parade marshal and starter was Frank Koloski. 


Riding in the future chief’s car were Ed Lesko, Jr., Sammy Russell, 
Mickey Orsini, Tony Kowal, Jr., Charles Kulikowski, Jr., and Roy O’Hare, 
ives 


The Cummington and Hadley chiefs rode in Model T Fords, the Had- 
ley vehicle loaned by Paul Hannigan. Slogans and cartoons had been 
painted on its side. 


The Hadley School band was among four organizations in the line 
of march. Bill Smith of West St. appeared as an Indian on a white horse. 
Plenty of Sunshine 


The weather was excellent with plenty of sunshine and high tem- 
peratures in the low 80s. Tercentenary officials hope for similar weather 
next Sunday when between 40,000 and 50,000 are expected to view a three- 
hour parade. 


Concessions did a brisk business on the common, where booths and 
tents will be set up next Sunday. 


Auxiliary police assisted the regular force in handling traffic. 
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Daily Hampshire Gazette, Monday, July 27, 1959 


COLONIAL DESK 
DISPLAYED 


IN HADLEY 


By Dorothy Potter 


’ HADLEY = 
IN THE THREE WAF 
» 1776 1861 1917 
LTHE BRAVE LIVE 0? 


Mrs. Michael Pekala of 91 East St., Hadley, the town clerk sits at the 
table used as the Hadley post office in the 1830s. It is part of a display of 
historical items in the museum of the Goodwin Memorial Library prepared 
for this week’s Tercentenary Celebration. 


The room, which is above the library, will be open Tuesday and Friday 
from 1:30 to 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. and on Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to5p.m. There is no admission charge. 


The venerable, oddly-shaped table was used by the postmaster in his 
house which stands on the corner of Old Bay and Aqua Vita Rds. Mrs. 
Pekala is examining an old letter which was processed in the era the table 
was used. 


Other items on display included tent pegs used by Burgoyne when 
he stayed briefly in Hadley en route to Boston, historic documents, a col- 
lection owned by or pertaining to Hadley’s famous General “Fighting Joe’”’ 
Hooker, souvenirs from the days of the early settlers, the Revolution and 
Civil War. 


The exhibit was arranged by the Goodwin Library Trustees, the Had- 
ley DAR and the Tercentenary Historic Committee, whose chairman is 
Mrs. John Sessions of 113 River Dr. 
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POSTER CONTEST 
FOR HADLEY 
SCHOOL CHILDREN 


First prize $15 — Lynda Kowal, 6th grade, Russell School 
Second prize $10 — Dora Korenewsky, 6th grade, Russell School 
Third prize $5 — Leonard Jekanowski, 6th grade, Russell School 


Honorable Mention: 
Michaeline Yezierski 
Marjorie Pratt 
Richard Wilga 
Charles Wojewoda 
Gwen Bristol 


Judges were Professor Oliver Larkin of Smith College, a Pulitzer 
prize winner in art, and John Hare of Amherst who specializes in water 


colors. 
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GARDEN CONTEST 
FOR HADLEY 


RESIDENTS 


The Hadley Tercentenary Garden Contest was sponsored by the Hol- 
yoke Transcript-Telegram as a memorial to Minnie Ryan Dwight of North 
Hadley and Holyoke. $210 was donated by the Transcript. 


There were three classifications: 

CLASS I — Roadside Gardens 
First prize $50 — Mrs. Jane Drabeck 
Second $25 — Miss Leona Strycharz 
Third $10 — Mrs. Anthony Stefan, Jr. 

CLASS II — Children’s Gardens 
First prize $25 — Edward Kostek 
Second $10 — Susan and Joyce Keith 
Third $5 — Judy Rodak 

CLASS IIIJ— Other than roadside gardens 
First prize $50 — Mrs. Edward Maslanka 
Second $25 — Mrs. Stanley Graves 
Third $10 — Mrs. Natalie Sarsynski 


Mrs. Emily Bak and Mrs. Earl Breor were co-chairmen of this project. 


Judges were Alfred Boiscourt, George Goddard and Harold Mosher, all from 
the Floriculture Department of the University of Massachusetts. 


Prize winning garden signs were made for the winners by Mrs. Bertille 
Dragon and George Feiker of Hopkins Academy. 
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Daily Hampshire Gazette, Wednesday, July 29, 1959 


TERCENTENARY 
COMMITTEE WOMEN 
FETED AT TEA 


Northampton Ladies Tercentenary Committee for Hadley played host Monday to 
the Hadley Ladies’ Tercentenary Committee at a tea at Smith College Alumnae House. 


Shown in costumes are, from left to right: seated, Mrs. James Cahillane, Mrs. 
Eleanor Upton, Mrs. Roger Johnson, Mrs. Glade Hall, Mrs. Edward Wanczyk, Rose 
Ann Wanczyk; standing: Mrs. Chester Storozuk, Mrs. Charles Dutton, Mrs. Joseph 
Logan, Mrs. Norman Barstow, Mrs. Alexander Bak, Mrs. Victor Fitch, Mrs. Emily 
Bak, Mrs. William E. Dwyer, Mrs. Raymond Shipman, Mrs. Alexander Madenski, Mrs. 
Charles A. Gleason, Mrs. Michael J. Boyle, Mrs. Sidney A. Bailey, Mrs. James Wragg, 
Miss Betty Conway, Mrs. Mary O’Donnell, Mrs. John Martula and Susan Martula. 
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Daily Hampshire Gazette, Friday, July 31, 1959 


PRIZE WINNERS 
MODEL OWN 


CREATIONS 


HADLEY — Among prize winners at the tercentenary fashion show Wednesday 
night were, from left, Mrs. Veronica Piziak, seventh; Mrs. Sophie Chunglo, eight; 
Mrs. Jennie Martula, ninth, and Mrs. Lorna Henshaw, sixth. The attires were made 
in the tercentenary sewing contest. 
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HADLEY TERCENTENARY 


SEWING CONTEST 


William Skinner and Sons of Holyoke and New York, the Vogue Pattern 
Service of New York, and the McCall Corporation of NewYork all contrib- 
uted to the success of the fashion show connected with the sewing contest. 


Miss Jean Purrington, fashion co-ordinator of William Skinner and 
Sons, was the fashion show commentator and she awarded the Skinner 
fabric prizes. The McCall Corporation shipped seven centennial gowns to 
Hadley just for the tercentenary activities. McCallum’s store in North- 
ampton, through the courtesy of the manager, Thomas McGrath, sent store 
models for the McCall gowns which were used to decorate Hopkins Acade- 
my gym for the fashion show. 

The winners were: 

First — $25. — Florence Chunglo 

Second — Skinner Fabric — Mrs. Kathrina Hausser 

Third — Skinner Fabric — Mrs. Adeline Burek 

Fourth — Skinner Fabric — Mrs. Helen Kowal 

Fifth — Skinner Fabric — Mrs. Michael Martula 


Sixth — Skinner Fabric — Mrs. Lorna Henshaw 


Seventh — Year subscription to Vogue Pattern Book — 
Mrs. Veronica Piziak 


Eighth — Six issues of Vogue Pattern Book — Mrs. Sophie Chunglo 
Ninth — Vogue pattern — Mrs. Michael Martula 


Mrs. Daniel Sullivan and Mrs. Arthur Thouin were Co-chairmen. 


The judges were Miss Virginia Davis, Clothing Specialist at the University 
of Massachusetts; William Walker, Proprietor of the Meeting House in 
South Hadley; and Verle King, Art Supervisor of the South Hadley Public 
Schools. 
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Daily Hampshire Gazette, Saturday, August 1, 1959 


TERCENTENARY FASHION 


SHOW WINNERS 


The stylish group shown above took part in the fashion show held this week as part 
of the Hadley tercentenary observance. Each of the outfits shown was made by a Hadley 
homemaker and modeled either by the maker or a friend or family member. The models 


are, left to right: Florence Chunglo, Ludmilla Hausser, Kathy Augustine, Debbie 
Konieczny and Kristine Zalot. 
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Daily Hampshire Gazette, Tuesday, July 28, 1959 


BLOCK DANCE 


HADLEY — Hadley Tercentenary Committee is sponsoring a “‘teen- 
age” block dance Saturday evening on the Hopkins Academy parking lot. 
Dancing will be from 8 until 11 or 11:30. Music will be provided by ‘‘The 
Kingstones” of Springfield, a five piece dance band. Featured vocalists 
will be Ronnie O’Brien and Sally McCray. Bob Balise, popular dise jockey 
from radio station WHMP will serve as master of ceremonies. All teen- 
agers of Hadley and surrounding towns are invited to the dance. Refresh- 
ments will be served. 


There were about 500 persons at the teen-age record hop Saturday 
night in the Hopkins car parking area. 
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Daily Hampshire Gazette, Monday, June 8, 1959 


SPECIAL EVENTS 
FEATURE HADLEY 
SUMMER FETE 


HADLEY — Pioneer Valley, Western Massachusetts, is a historical 
land. Springfield was settled in 1636. Northampton in 1654, and Hadley 
in 1659. On July 31, August 1, 2, Hadley will be celebrating 300 years of 
history, with many exciting events open to the public. 


A Tercentenary celebration in New England, and particularly in Pio- 
neer Valley, means fun and pageantry for all whether their ancestors 
landed at Ellis Island or Plymouth Rock. A Tercentenary unites all in a 
common understanding of this country’s great heritage and future. 


On the evenings of July 30 and July 31, a historical pageant and 
drama, entitled “The Town in Midst of the River,” will be presented in the 
Old Hadley town hall. The first half of the drama will portray the earliest 
years: the buying of the land, the settling of the town, the fighting with the 
Indians. The second half will dwell on important changes in industry and 
additions of different ethnic groups. The fun in store is evident from the 
following quotation given to the Pioneer Valley Assn. by the local commit- 
tee: “This play is being prepared by local citizens, strictly amateur with- 
out apology or pretense, with the hope that through dramatic presentation 
may be promoted an interest and appreciation of Hadley’s history. 


All day Saturday, August 1, historic homes will be open to the public, 
as well as the special historic collections on view in the Hadley public 
library foyer. Points of outstanding importance to visit will be the Porter- 
Phelps Huntington House and the Farm Museum, which are both open 
during the celebration and the entire summer months through fall. In 
addition, the Ben Smith Tavern, built in 1774 and the Samuel Porter House 
built in 1713, will welcome visitors. 


On Sunday, August 2, the climax of events will be an afternoon parade 
featuring 300 years of Hadley’s settlement. It is expected that the high- 
light of the parade will be the portrayal of the Angel of Hadley legend. 
Made famous by the Frederic Chapman oil painting of the 19th Century, 
the Angel of Hadley lithographs taken from the painting are now collector’s 
items and very scarce in antique shops. From childhood Hadley natives are 
told the tale of the Angel saving Hadley from the Indians and no one had 
better dare dispute the legend. It is said that on September 1, 1675, the pious 
congregation were observing a fast at Hadley, on occasion of the Indian 
Wars and were suddenly sourrounded by a body of Indians. The people were 
dismayed and caught by surprise. Suddenly, there appeared in the midst of 
the people a man of different dress, who took command, arranged and or- 
dered them on, and under his direction they repelled and routed the Indians. 
Without notice, the old gent then disappeared. For years, they felt they had 
seen an “Angel of Hadley.”’ More factual historians later discovered that 
this angel was actually the famous Regicide, General Goffe, who was secret- 
ly hiding out in Hadley for years from the English. It all makes for romance 
and reason does say that indeed history is what has made this country 
great. Remember the Hadley dates: July 31, August 1, 2. No Indians are 
promised, however! By writing to the Pioneer Valley Assn., Mount Tom, 
Holyoke, a free travel guide to Old Hadley, and the region will be mailed to 
you. 
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Springfield Daily News, Friday, July 31, 1959 


BIG CAST 
TO PRESENT 
PAGEANT AGAIN 


HADLEY — “In the midst of the river,” a pageant of local history, 
written and directed by Miss Ruth E. Scott of North Hadley, was pre- 
sented to a large audience last night in the Town Hall. 


It will be repeated tonight at 8.15 preceded by a school band concert 
on the green outside the building at 7.15. 


Miss Scott was assisted by Olive Comins Hubbard and Clementine 
Wasnczyk. Technical assistants were Norman Barstow, Jr., Helen Hahn, 
Mac Gress, Arthur LaSalle, Jane and Robert Pierce, Barbara Smith, Helen 
Smith, Mary Southwick, Daniel Sullivan, Jr., Edward Vandoloski. Helen 
Kentfield and Mary Zatyrka were in charge of costumes and Margaret 
Dwyer and Alice Russell in charge of programs and tickets. Ushers were 
Nancy Barnhart, June Lovell, Jane Pierce, Mary Ann Piertas, Carol 
Tudryn, John Duffy and Brian Glazier. 


The pageant opened with the first Indian land deed at Northampton 
in 1658. Many famous scenes followed: Laying out of homelots, first 
settlers arrive in 1659, hiding regicides, Hatfield incorporated as town 
in 1670, King Philip’s war begins in 1675 and Gen. Burgoyne leaves his 
sword in Hadley. 


The second part of the pageant covered the span from 1800 to the 
present. There were river scenes, tea at Forty Acres, Christmas eve sup- 
per, dance at Goering’s barn, Polish folk dance and, of course, town meet- 
ing. 


Narrator was Rev. William Lorimer. In the cast were Bruce Barker, 
Ear! Parsons, Sr., Russell Hutchins, Lloyd Bristol, Henry Kokoski, Jr., Fred 
Kentfield, Richard Barnhart, Richard Thayer, Stanley Gaunt, Edward Ko- 
nieczny, Mabel West, Alexander Zaskey, Charles Wojewoda, James Kent- 
field, Oscar Johnson, Joseph Zalot, Joseph Fill, Gordon Cook, Clementine 
Kulikowski, Patricia Karakula, Nina Wojtowicz, John Fill, G. Sherman 
Smith, Barbara Smith, Joseph and Eleanor Niedbala, Alice Doskotz, Ed- 
ward Rodak, David Koloski, Dorothy Russell, Francis Thurston, Carol 
Duffy, Joseph Troll and William Chmura. 


In the chorus in part one were Mary Dawicki, Norinne Jacobus, Doris 
Logan, Susan Martula, Miriam Pratt, Ben Drabeck, John Duffy, Richard 
Martula and Charles Ross. 


Daniel Sullivan, Jr. and Norman Barstow, Jr. appeared first in the 
second part of the production. Others in the cast were Richard Southwick, 
Leon Kushi, Edward Kelley, Robert Pierce, Edwin Podolak, Amelia Pekala, 
Betty and Patty Jekanowski, Martha Sanders, Grace Scudder, Barbara 
and Romona Skibiski, Olive Comins Hubbard, Marion and Ralph Hibbard, 
Mabel and Osborne West, Virginia Koshler, Mildred Parsons, Ellen and 
Stuart Smith, Waldo Sanderson, Arthur LaSalle, “Corky” Calkins, Maude 
Clark, Earl Hahn, John Zenski, Emily Bak, Joseph S. Wanczyk, Helen 
Filipowicz, Paula Wanczyk, Peter Martula, Janet, Stanley, Ruth and Charles 
Growhoski, Geneva Boisvert, Edward Ziemba, Clementine and Elaine 
Wanczyk, Barbara Zalot. 


Ti 


Irene Zatyrka Shaeffer and Joseph Katyrka did their popular Ukrainian 
folk dance which they have presented on several occasions, including a 
television appearance. In the Polish folk dance scene were Jane Kiselew- 
ski, Alexis Madenski, Judith Rodak, Suzanne Rodak, Patricia Marcinowski, 
Barbara Fill, Carol Fill, Bernice Waskiewicz, Bernice Uchneat, Susan 
Wanat, Carolyn Gwozdz and Mary Ann Kieras. Marilyn Wanczyk gave a 
ballet and toe dance. 


Taking part in the Tercentenary tribute scene were Jerry Logan, Max 
Witkos, Margaret Barstow, Helen Kiselewski, Bernett Waskiewicz, Rev. 
John B. Hughes, Edward Wanczyk, Frank Reynolds, Edward Matuszko, 
Mary Sheehan, Elaine Hukowicz, Kathy Bemben, Patty Pekala, Rose Wan- 
ezyk, Joan Kermensky, Doreen Dec, Anne Michalowski, Linda Wiater, 
Teresa Wanat, Richard Thayer, Nina Wojtowicz, James Kentfield, Frank 
Holcomb, Edward Kelley, Margaret Smith, Alice Ross, Rudolph Hahn, 
Myers Smith, Helen Vanasse and Curtis Hahn. 
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Springfield Daily News, Friday, July 31, 1959 


HADLEY RESIDENTS 
DEPICT EARLY 
TOWN SETTLERS 


HADLEY — The pageant of “The Town in the Midst of the River” was held last 
night in the old town hall and will be again presented tonight. A group of the Pilgrims 
who took part in the historical pageant are, left to right: Francis Thurston, Joseph 
Zalot, Mrs. Nina Wojtowicz, Mrs. Eleanor Niedbala, Alexander Zaskey, Clementine 
Kulikowski and Patricia Karakula. 
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PROGRAM 


IN THE MIDST 
OF THE RIVER 
HADLEY 
TERCENTENARY 
PAGEANT 


CAST 


(In order of appearance) 
PART ONE 
Narrator—William Lorimer 


William Pynchon 
Joseph Parsons 
Umpanchala 
Quonquont 
Chickwallop 
Nathaniel Dickinson 
John White 

Richard Goodman 
William Westwood 
William Lewis 

Anna Dickinson, wife 
Azariah, 11, son 
Hezekiah, 15, son 
Parson Russell 

Lt. Samuel Smith 
Peter Tilton 

John Marsh 

Boy 

Hannah Smith 
Prudence Ellis 

Anna Goodman 
Obadiah Dickinson, tithing man 
Chileab Smith, guard 
Hannah Smith, wife 
Thomas Wells 
Hepzibah Wells, wife 
Goody Webster 
Puritan Boy 

Puritan Boy 

Madame Russell 
Waitstill Jennings 
Dorcas Dickinson 
General Burgoyne 
Col. Elisha Porter 


Bruce Barker 
Ear! Parsons, Sr. 
Russell Hutchins 

Lloyd Bristol 

Henry Kokoski, Jr. 
Fred Kentfield 
Richard Barnhart 
Richard Thayer 
Stanley Gaunt 
Edward Konieczney 
Mabel West 
Alexander Zaskey 
Charles Wojewoda 
James Kentfield 
Oscar Johnson 
Joseph Zalot 
Joseph Fill 
Gordon Cook 
Clementine Kulikowski 
Patricia Karakula 
Nina Wojtowicz 
John Fill 

G. Sherman Smith 
Barbara Smith 
Joseph Niedbala 
Eleanor Niedbala 
Alice Doskotz 
Edward Rodak 
David Koloski 
Dorothy Russell 
Francis Thurston 
Carol Duffy 
Joseph Troll 
William Chmura 


Chorus: Mary Dawicki, Norinne Jacobus, Doris Logan, Susan Martula, 
Miriam Pratt, Ben Drabek, John Duffy, Richard Martula, Charles Ross. 
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PART TWO 
THE RIVER 
Daniel Sullivan, Jr., Norman Barstow, Jr. 
HADLEY PEOPLE 
TV Scene 
Announcer Richard Southwick 


Hadley Citizen 
Levi Dickinson 
Royal Montague 


Town Meeting 
Moderator 
Town Clerk 


Leon Kushi 
Edward Kelley 
Robert Pierce 


Edwin Podolak 
Amelia Pekala 


At Leisure 


Tea at Forty Acres 
Betty and Patty Jekanowski, Martha Sanders, Grace Scudder, Bar- 
bara and Romona Skibiski, Olive Comins Hubbard, narrator 


Dance in Goering’s Barn 
Mr. and Mrs. Goering — Marion and Ralph Hibbard 
Guests: Mabel and Osborne West, Virginia Koehler, Mildred 
Parsons, Ellen and Stuart Smith, Waldo Sanderson, Arthur 
LaSalle. 
Caller: “Corky” Calkins 
Orchestra: Maude Clark, Earl Hahn, John Zienski. 


Christmas Eve Supper, “Wigilia” 
The Polish Family 


Mother Emily Bak 
Father Joseph S. Wanczyk 
Children — older sister Helen Filipowicz 
young sister Paula Wanczyk 
voung brother Peter Martula 

Guests at ‘Wilia”’ 
Aunt Janet Growhoski 
Uncle Stanley Growhoski 
Children Ruth Growhoski 
Charles Growhoski 
Godmother Geneva Boisvert 
Elaine Wanczyk 
Godfather Edward Ziemba 
Narrator Clementine Wanczyk, 


assisted by 
Elaine Wanczyk 
Prompter Barbara Zalot 
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IN THE MIDST 
OF THE RIVER 
A PAGEANT OF 
HADLEY HISTORY 


Prologue 
Scene One 


Scene Two 
Scene Three 
Scene Four 


Interlude 


Scene Five 


Interlude 


Scene Six 


Scene Seven 
Scene Eight 
Interlude 


Scene Nine 


PART ONE 1658 - 1800 


The First Indian Land Deed, Northampton 1658 

The Engagers’ Agreement, Hartford, 1659 

Laying Out the Homelots, Norwottuck Plantation, 1659 
The First Settlers Arrive, Norwottuck Plantation, 1659 
1659 - 1664 

(Hadley named, 1661) 

Hiding the Regicides, Parson Russell’s Home, 1664 


1665 - 1674 
(Hatfield incorporated as a town, 1670) 


The Puritan Sabbath 
A. Chileab Smith’s Home, 1674 
B. The First Meeting House, 1674 
King Philip’s War Begins, Hadley Street, 1675 
War Comes to Hadley, Nathaniel Dickinson’s Home, 1675 
16 7 Ose) Lice 


The Burgoyne Dress Sword, Col. Elisha Porter’s Door- 
way, 1777 


15 Minute Intermission 
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PART TWO _ 1800 - 1959 
The River 
Flood, Fish, Freight, Fun 


Hadley People 

At Work 
T.V. Program, 1959 

At Town Meeting 

At Leisure 
Tea at Forty Acres, 1884 
Dance in Goering’s Barn, 1900 
Christmas Eve Supper, “Wigilia,” early 1900’s 
“Krakowiak” Polish Folk Dance, 1959 
Ballet and Toe “Waltz from Faust” 
Ukrainian Folk Dance, 1959 


A Tercentenary Tribute 
Memorial Day 
Hadley, historic, we salute you, and the men who wrought 
the mold of your birth and the men and women who with courage 
and spirit patterned your growth. 


Pageant written and directed by Ruth E. Scott 
Assisted by — Olive Comins Hubbard (Tea at 40 Acres) 
Clementine Wanczyk (Christmas Eve Supper) 


Historical material for Colonial Scenes from “History of Hadley” 
(Sylvester Judd) and “Historical Hadley” (Alice Morehouse Walker). All 
of the characters and events are drawn from history. Although not every- 
thing said and done here actually was said and done, everything could have 
been. 


Scene Five adapted from “In Old Hadley” (George C. Marsh). 


Scene Six adapted from ‘Puritans of Old Hadley” (Mary P. Wells 
Smith). 

Description of the March, 1936 Flood from ‘‘Connecticut Flood” (Ber- 
tram O. Moody, Scribners Magazine and Reader’s Digest, March, 1937). 


Report used in TV scene from the records of the North Hadley Farm- 
ers Club, District No. 5, Monday Evening Dec. 31, 1860 (Royal M. 
Montague, Secretary). 
Polish Folk Dance ‘‘Krakowiak” 


Jane Kiselewski, Alexis Madenski, Judith Rodak, Suzanne Rodak, 
Patricia Marcinowski, Barbara Fill, Carol Fill, Bernice Waskiewicz, Ber- 
nice Uchneat, Suzan Wanat, Carolyn Gwozdz, Mary Ann Kieras. 


Ballet and Toe Marilyn Wanczyk 
Ukrainian Folk Dance Irene Zatyrka Shaeffer, Joseph Zatyrka 
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TERCENTENARY TRIBUTE 
Hadley Schools Band 


Legion Color Guard Jerry Logan 
Max Witkos 

Auxiliary Margaret Barstow 
Helen Kiselewski 

Commander Bernett Waskiewicz 
Chaplain Father John B. Hughes 
Selectmen Edward Wanczyk 


Frank Reynolds 
Edward Matusko 
Children Mary Amalie Sheehan, Elaine Hukowicz, Kathy Bem- 
ben, Patty Pekala, Rose Ann Wanczyk, Joan Kermen- 
sky, Doreen Dec, Anne Michalowski, Linda Wiater, 
Teresa Wanat. 


Early Settlers Richard Thayer 

Nina Wojtowicz 
Writers and Artists Alice Scott Ross 
Store Keepers and Post Masters Rudolph Hahn 
Nurses Helen Vanasse 
Doctors and Lawyers Myron Smith 
Teachers Margaret Smith 
War Veterans Frank Holcomb 
Farmers Edward Kelley 
Pastors James Kentfield 
Narrator Curtis Hahn 

STAFF 


Technical Assistants: Norman Barstow, Jr., Helen Hahn, Mac Gress, 
Arthur LaSalle, Jane and Robert Pierce, Barbara Smith, Helen B. 
Smith, Mary Southwick, Daniel Sullivan, Jr., Edward Vandoloski, 
Westort Bros. 


Costumes: Helen Kentfield, Mary Zatyrka 
Programs and Tickets: Margaret O’C. Dwyer, Alice Russell 


Ushers: Nancy Barnhart, June Lovell, Jane Pierce, Mary Ann Pietras, 
Carol Tudryn, John Duffy, Brian Glazier 
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PROGRAM NOTES 


The Concert on the Green preceding the pageant is by the Hadley 
Schools Band under the direction of Norinne Jacobus. 


Wampum, made in the shape of beads from seashells, was used by the 
Indians for money and ornament. The black beads were double the value 
of the white. 


On the Indian Deed, Umpanchala had his mark, a bow and string; 
Quonquont used zigzag marks, like two or three of the letter “W” put 
together ; Chickwallop made a circular figure with a neck. 


The Song of Hadley is used throughout the pageant. The music is by 
Clifton Johnson and the words are by Julia Taft Bayne, daughter of a 
former Hadley minister. 


Tercentenary Pageant Committee 


Miss Ruth E. Scott, Chairman 
Miss Alice M. Russell, Secretary 
Mrs. Edward C. Wanczyk 
Mrs. Joseph Zatyrka 

Mr. Arthur L. LaSalle 

Mrs. J. Marcus Dwyer 

Mrs. Chester A. Smith 

Mrs. George Bak 

Mrs. Fred J. Kentfield 

Mrs. Rudolph F. Hahn 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Pierce 
Mrs. Joseph A. Logan, Jr. 
Mrs. Philip C. Reed 


85 


Springfield Daily News, Friday, July 31, 1959 


ART SHOW SLATED 
FOR THIS WEEK END 


An art show featuring approximately 75 canvases by Hadley artists 
will be a part of the town’s tercentenary celebration this week end, accord- 
ing to an announcement by Ben Drabeck of the publicity committee. 


The showing will be on display during the week end at the Russell 
School, with all four classrooms used for the pictures. Hours will be as 
follows: Friday and Saturday, 10 to 5 and 6:30 to 9, and Sunday, 10 to 1:30. 


Artists who will be represented include the Gnatek brothers, John, 
Frank and Michael, who will have more than 20 pictures, including Hadley 
scenery; Velia Orsini, whose work includes seascapes and landscapes as 
well as impressionistic paintings, and Dominic Kowal, a former resident 
of Hadley residing in Williamsburg who favors portraits and landscapes. 


Also in the show will be Mrs. Grace Comins Riley, now of Springfield, 
whose paintings include one of the Huntington House and several of other 
Hadley scenes, Miss Eleanor Upton will also display scenic canvases, as 
will Charles S. Chapin and Harold J. Kihl. 


Clara Stiles, a Hadley native, will show several works, as will Mr. 
Drabeck, whose canvases include seascapes, landscapes and modern works. 


A preview of the tercentenary exhibit was held during the month of 
July at the art gallery in Greenfield, with paintings by Miss Stiles, Miss 
Orsini, Mr. Kowal and Mr. Drabeck on display. A one-day show present- 
ing the works of several of the artists was held during the Meet-the-Press 
week in May. 
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Old 
HOUSES 


Open 


August 1, 1959 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
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OLD HOUSES 
OPEN AUGUST 1, 1959 
10 A.M. — 5 P.M. 


OPEN HOUSE 


HOUSES OPEN TO PUBLIC DURING TERCENTENARY 
OPEN HOUSE AS FOLLOWS: 


Miss Ruth McQueston, 26 West St. 

Miss Edith Barstow, Barstow Lane, Hockanum 

Dr. and Mrs. James L. Huntington, 128 River Drive 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Logan, 94 Bay Road 

Mr. and Mrs. William Dwyer, 388 River Drive 

Mrs. John Sessions, 113 River Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Lovell, 208 River Drive 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ross, 101 East St. 


OTHER PLACES OF INTEREST TO BE OPEN INCLUDE: 


Summit House 

First Congregational Church 

Hadley Farm Museum 

Goodwin Memorial Library 

Memorial Hall 

Second Congregational Church 

Antique Bicycle Collection (Roger Johnson, 120 Hockanum Rd.) 
Yankee South Seas Museum (Irving Johnson, 91 Hockanum Rd.) 


This and the following pictures and articles were compiled by The Open 
House Committee, and published in a pamphlet for the occasion. 
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NOW OWNED BY THE McQUESTON FAMILY 
26 WEST STREET 
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Hadley’s oldest house was built by Samuel Porter, the first child born 
in Hadley, and by his son Eleazer Porter. 


The doorway is of particular interest with its witches’ crosses and 
ornate columns. A few panes of hand blown glass are still in the door. 
The second and third floor overhang may be seen on the north side of the 
house. Two of the four large, original rooms have been divided, but the 
paneling, doors, and hinges have not been changed. In the living room the 
corner cupboard with its buttermilk-red clay paint is noteworthy. This 
room has window seats, cupboards, and drawers built into the deep brick 
wall. 


An interesting story suggests that the elaborate paneling and other 
features were accounted for by the fact that Samuel Porter was collector 
of funds for the church which was being constructed at the same time that 
he was building his house. 


The court sessions that were necessary for the early residents were 
held in the living room of this house. 


After the Porter family, the house was owned until 1868 by Oliver 
Thayer, a stagecoach driver from Williamsburg to Boston who decided 
to settle in Hadley. Mr. Thayer was a great singer and many people from 
surrounding villages attended singing parties held in the ‘‘court room.” 


For a period of time the house was rented to others by the Thayers or 
the Bank that owned it. 


Since 1901 the McQueston family has owned the house. In the flood 
of 1936 when water had reached a depth of only six inches in the house, 
two saddle horses were brought into the “court room” for safekeeping and 
supplies were brought by canoe through the ancient doorway. 
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CAPTAIN JOHN 
LYMAN HOUSE 
1744 


NOW OWNED BY MISS EDITH BARSTOW 
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BARSTOW LANE 


The oldest house in Hockanum, now owned by Edith R. Barstow, was 
built in 1743 by Captain John Lyman. In his History of Hadley, Judd 
states that in 1742 Capt. John Lyman’s house in Northampton was de- 
stroyed by fire and two of his daughters perished in the flames. Capt. 
Lyman was so affected by this tragedy that he wanted to leave Northamp- 
ton so he came across the river to build his home in Hockanum. This house 
stood on the east side of the road (now route 47) across the road and a 
little to the north of the present home of Richard P. Thayer. 


As with all buildings of that time it was solidly built with hand hewn 
beams and rafters put together with wooden pegs. The second story over- 
hung the first and it had the typical long back roof. As the front hall was 
small there was the customary “coffin door” in the south west corner of the 
“sitting room.” Probably as protection from Indians the first story was 
interlined with bricks. 


For some years this house was occupied by descendants of Capt. John 
Lyman. Later a man by the name of Doan possessed it and ran it for a 


Short time as a tavern. After this Amaziah Lyman purchased the house 


and in 1873 it was sold to Luther Barstow, who rented it to several fami- 
lies. In 1916 his son John who had lived on and operated “Longview 
Farm” turned the farm over to his son Luther and planned to fix up the 
Lyman house to live in. As there was no long view from the front of the 
old house and John wanted to be able to “‘see something” he had the house 
moved about 500 feet up onto what is now Barstow Lane. 


Long before the house was moved the big central chimney and its 
accompanying fireplaces had been removed. Much to John’s consternation 
the long back roof could not be moved as it was a separate unit. Also 
because it was not understood how typical of houses of that time was the 
“coffin door” that was closed up. A small front “stoop” was added and a 
kitchen and porch put on the back. Today the house stands as strong .as 
ever against the buffeting winds high above the Connecticut river floods. 
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NOW THE PORTER-PHELPS-HUNTINGTON 
HISTORIC HOUSE MUSEUM 
128 RIVER DRIVE 


THE MOSES 
PORTER HOUSE 
1752 


On May 27, 1752, Capt. Moses Porter raised the roof of this mansion 
on the tract of land which since 1660 had been called Forty-Acres — com- 
mon land of some one thousand acres or more, owned by the householders 
living in the north-east section of the town of Hadley. Thus it had been 
owned in part by the Porters from the earliest days of the town. By 1752, 
by gradual purchase, this great tract of land was practically owned in its 
entirety by this family. 


The original house consisted of the main part, two stories, and the 
ell extending to the west, one story and a half in height. The second ell 
extending south, the woodshed, and probably the verandah, extending the 
entire length of the ells and woodshed, on the west side, were added in the 
early 1770’s. 


In 1782 the main portion of the house was turned so that the front 
faced the highway — thus what had been the south-side, now was turned 
east. In 1799 the top story with the gambrel roof was added, the Greek 
porch built, the house clapboarded, and single blinds for the windows. 


All these changes were made by Charles Phelps, a trained architect, 
the husband of Moses Porter’s only child. The house stands today just as 
it did in 1799. It has always been used as the family homestead, but occu- 
pied only during the summer months since 1864. It is now owned by the 
Porter-Phelps-Huntington Foundation and operated as an Historical 
House Mansion. 


G1 


The original house lot was about 550 acres, owned by Capt. Moses 
Porter who was killed in the French War in 1755. His only child inher- 
ited the property. She married Charles Phelps who increased the holding 
to some one thousand acres. Of this, his daughter inherited the buildings 
with contents almost intact, and about half the acreage. She left all the 
property to her children, her husband Dan Huntington having only a life 
interest. Their youngest child purchased the shares of his brothers and 
sisters owning the place with his father who died in 1864. This son, 
Frederic Dan Huntington, owned the house, with outbuildings and some 
sixty acres of land. It was his summer home until his death in 1904. The 
heirs of his oldest son, George Putnam Huntington, inherited the buildings 
with their contents and some forty acres of land. This was undivided 
until 1928 when it was acquired by James Lincoln Huntington — the 
buildings with contents intact and some ten acres of land. In 1956 the 
original house with its contents, the garden to the north and about two 
acres of land were deeded by Dr. and Mrs. James L. Huntington to the 
Porter-Phelps-Huntington Foundation. 
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BEN SMITH 
TAVERN 1774 


HOME AND OWNERS, MR. AND MRS. J. A. LOGAN, SR. 
94 BAY ROAD 


It was built in 1774 by Major John Smith and was enlarged in 1840 
with the main entrance changed to Bay Road with two rooms and a ball- 
room added. The house now has seventeen rooms, the same as in 1840 
except that running water, oil heat, and electricity have been added. It 
was used as a tavern until about 1846 and then as a home until the present 
time. 


But three families have owned and lived in this house, the Smith 
family and their descendants, Miss Elsie Leonard 1930-1944, and the pre- 
sent owners, the Logans, 1944 to date. 


The tavern was built originally about 1774 by Major John Smith who 
maintained it as a public house. Later the property was sold to Ben Smith. 


Mr. George Allen of Enfield, Connecticut, came to teach school in the 
red brick schoolhouse on Bay Road and lived in the Tavern in the 1830’s, 
married Ben Smith’s daughter and acquired the property in 1838. He 
was the grandfather of Miss Fannie Allen. 


Mary Lyon, when she was making her plans for a Seminary at Mount 
Holyoke, often stayed here. Mr. Gates, when he came to Hadley to establish 
a broomcorn business, stayed here. He married Ben Smith’s grand- 
daughter and built the brick house on Bay Road, the former Russell home. 


It is believed that the Catholic priest who came to Northampton in 
1806 to attend the condemned men stayed here being refused lodgings in 
Northampton. The priest afterward became Cardinal Cheverus of France. 
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RYAN FARM - 
NORTH HADLEY 


1808 


SUMMER HOME OF MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM E. DWYER 
388 RIVER DRIVE 
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“The Blessing of the House is Contentment’? — so states the little 
cross-stitched wall hanging in the borning room soon to be converted to a 
dining room. Peace and contentment permeate the atmosphere as one 
enters the grounds from route 47 and crosses the bridge over the trout 
brook. It is easily recognized from the highway — a tree-shaded curved 
road, sweeping expanse of lawn, one of the largest maple trees in the 
area (more than 14’ in diameter), large white frame house, practical 
red barns — a corn crib, an ice house and storage barn are off to one side. 


Once inside the house there is a feeling of spaciousness and hospital- 
ity. A 24’ summer kitchen was added in 1871 and adjoins the winter 
kitchen with its huge fireplace and curved brick oven. Through the arch- 
way to the front of the house the visitor sees the paisley shawl bought by 
Patrick Ryan and given to his wife, Catherine Reilly, on the occasion of 
the last payment of the mortgage on April 1, 1874. She was unhappy be- 
cause the shawl had a red center, too gay, she thought, for her age. She was 
32 at the time. On either side of the front entrance are the north and south 
parlors originally reserved for special occasions but presently used as 
living rooms. Both these parlors have wide floor boards and beautifully 
paneled doors and window areas. 
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Upstairs the central hall separates the four bedrooms. On the main 
stairs is a pictorial genealogy of the Patrick Ryan Family. He, his wife, 
and his parents grace the landing and his seven children and their 
children’s children to the sixth generation are on the wall down the stairs. 


The Ryan farm, bordering the Connecticut River on the west and 
considered one of the finest farms in the area, is typical of the agricultural 
changes that have taken place in the valley. At first it was a dairy farm, 
then tobacco and onions were raised. While tobacco is still grown on the 
farm the emphasis is now on potatoes. 


The present house is far removed from the original log cabin that 
was built on the land. It was moved to make room for a saltbox that was 
later burned. The present structure was built about 1808 by David Russell 
and owned later by Samuel Tower, then George A. Woods. (Mr. Woods 
was considered a poor farmer because he exchanged a yoke of oxen for a 
fiddle.) George W. Frary sold the property to Patrick Ryan on December 
11, 1868. 


Patrick Ryan’s grandson, Attorney William E. Dwyer, with his wife 
and son Terry, are the present occupants of the graceful old house, shaded 
and protected by the lovely old trees and within hearing distance of the 
ever singing brook that runs diagonally across the old pasture and under 
two man-made bridges to turn a perfect right-angled corner before leaving 
the farm to join the Connecticut River. 
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CHARLES PORTER 
PHELPS HOUSE 
1817 


NOW PHELPS FARM 
HOME OF MRS. JOHN A. SESSIONS 
113 RIVER DRIVE 


Two circumstances influenced Charles P. Phelps’ retirement from 
his exporting business in Boston to this home in Hadley. First, his part- 
ner was killed in a duel. Second when Napoleon escaped from Elba and 
returned to the Continent people celebrated wildly. A load of sugar 
“ventured” (as exports were then called) by Mr. Phelps brought such 
profit to him when it was sold during that brief period between March and 
June 1815 that he decided to return to his share of ancestral, build a house, 
and raise Merino sheep. 


A barn was ready for the sheep in 1815. The house was ready for 
his family in the fall of 1817. When Mr. Phelps with the older children 
had ridden horseback to the new home, a messenger followed them from 
Boston saying that Mrs. Phelps had suddenly died. Fortunately her cousin 
Charlotte came to Hadley to care for the baby, comfort the other five 
children and Mr. Phelps. In time she became his second wife. Although 
he termed sheep raising a failure he managed his own and his mother’s 
farm and fathered his increasingly large family. He served Hadley as a 
lawyer, a selectman, and as a state senator. 


One of his older daughters married a son of Charles Bulfinch. 
A younger daughter Susan was a schoolmate and intimate friend of 
Emily Dickinson. A son Theophilus suffered unfortunate notoriety when 
disappointed relatives of Oliver Smith tried unsuccessfully to break 
his will because Mr. Phelps had his son Theophilus a witness. 


Ruth Huntington Sessions, a cousin of the Phelps family, cherished 
the place as her summer home from 1892-1948, then John Sessions 
modernized the house for winter living. 


“Tt is a hallowed place 
To which its members shall turn 
With a lifting of the heart.” 
Leland Foster Wood 
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THE SCOTT 
HOMESTEAD 
1829 


HOME OF MR. AND MRS. ALFRED LOVELL 
208 RIVER DRIVE 


The Scott homestead was built in 1829 for Rufus Scott, son of Israel 
Scott. The lumber for the buildings was sawed at the mill on the stream 
just south of the place. Rufus Scott was born in 1801. After his marriage 
to Martha Dickinson, they had five children. Two of the daughters became 
teachers at Mt. Holyoke College. When the college changed its heating 
system from Franklin fire frames to a more modern system, the two 
teachers procured two of these Franklin stoves and brought them to the 
house in North Hadley where one was installed in the parlor. The second 
was placed in the chimney flue in the dining room where it remains today. 
Sometime during the teaching career of these sisters, Mary Lyon, founder 
of Mt. Holyoke College, visited them and slept in the southeast corner 
room on the second floor. 


The teachers’ brother, Rufus Porter Scott, in 1875 moved into the 
Homestead, his family by now numbering ten children. His son Aaron, 
who was born after Rufus Porter returned from Civil War, in 1898 bought 
the old homestead from the heirs. In 1900 he partly remodeled the house 
for his bride, Caroline T. Clapp of Easthampton whom he married in 1901 
and with whom he lived until his death in 1955. 


In 1956, the Scott homestead was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
Lovell, who have endeavored to restore it to its original beauty. Outstand- 
ing features of the house are a narrow curved front stairway, single 
twenty-eight inch pine boards which comprise the wainscoting in the 
dining-room, five original fireplaces, unusual paneled doors, and the origi- 
nal random-width pine floor boards. 
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JERIAH S. SMITH 
HOUSE 
1845 


HOME OF MR. AND MRS. CHARLES C. ROSS 
101 EAST STRET 


“Hearthside,” the home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Ross, 101 East 
St., has had but two previous owners. Around 1845 the house was built 
as a wedding gift from Jeriah S. Smith to his bride Sophia Cook. 


In 1902 with Sophia deceased, the five children grown and gone, the 
place was sold to Abner S. Searle, of Hartsbrook, a widower with two 
children. 

Abner put the house back into its original trim condition, tore down 
the old ell and built a much larger one, and added a series of sheds plus a 
compact forge building which has remained unchanged. 


The “sittin’”’ room, then as now, was the focal point for family 
and friends despite the large “‘parlor.”” Here in the sitting room, the fire- 
place dominates. Its andirons and crane were Abner wrought in the forge 
and the wide granite hearthstone and lintel add to its distinctiveness. 


The hearthstone had been removed by Jeriah and used as a doorstep. 
Abner replaced it. It is likely that the hearthstone was removed at the 
same time that Jeriah sealed up the fireplace and its bake oven. Mr. Searle 
had reopened the fireplace but it was only three years ago with the coming 
of the Rosses that the oven was brought back into view. Inside the circu- 
lar oven a tin coffee can filled with newspapers of that day had been placed. 
It also carried a slip of paper with the message: Owned by Jeriah S. 
Smith. Sealed up April 14th, 1862. Age of J. Smith 40 years the 11th day 
of next June. 


In 1909 Abner married “the girl across the street,’’ Mary Gates. 


In 1955 it became necessary to offer the house for sale. Since Mr. 
Searle’s death, Mrs. Searle had continued her residence but with the pas- 
sing of her daughter Miriam (Searle) Taft, who had made her home with 
her mother, other plans had to be made. Mrs. Searle removed to the home 
of another daughter Esther (Searle) Barstow, Barstow Lane. 


The Rosses just happened to be driving through Hadley. Coming 
along Bay Road, they exclaimed “‘How lovely” as they noticed the big 
white house and its sweep of lawn. Drawing nearer they saw it was for 
sale. 


Shortly afterwards, the house theirs, an old motto was found while 
rummaging through a Salvation Army store. It read, “He Leadeth Me.” 


And indeed He had. 
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PROSPECT 
HOUSE 
1851 


NOW THE HISTORIC SUMMIT HOUSE 


This historic house, atop Mt. Holyoke, had its beginning in 1849, 
when the property was purchased by John Walton French. The one room 
house built in 1821, was demolished and it was replaced by a two story, 
eight room structure in 1851. The new house, named “Prospect House,” 
became an immediate success. 


To facilitate the ascent to the summit, the first funicular railway and 
also a stairway of five hundred twenty-two uninterrupted steps were 
built in 1854. However, with the ever increasing number of visitors, the 
old railway was rapidly becoming inadequate; therefore, a new railway 
was constructed six years later. 


By 1861, the demand for hotel privileges had become so insistant that 
an addition was made to the house and thus, the hotel on Mt. Holyoke 
became a reality. Several years later another addition was made to the 
hotel. 


The long and colorful history of the famed Mt. Holyoke Hotel, which 
had been renamed later, came to an end, when the hurricane of 1938 de- 
stroyed the greater part of the hotel. In 1940, the entire property was 
offered to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts as a gift, and it was given 
the name of Joseph Allen Skinner State Park, in honor of the donor. 


In the old lobby, there are on display many old pictures, maps, and 
signatures of such notables, as Jerome Napoleon Bonaparte, Charles Sum- 
ner, Jenny Lind, Abraham Lincoln, and Alexander Graham Bell. 


Now the Park is used solely for recreational and observational pur- 
poses. It is open daily from April 15th through October 15th. 
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YANKEE SOUTH 
SEAS MUSEUM 


This museum is located at the Johnson Homestead in Hockanum 
Village, Hadley, Massachusetts. It has on exhibit many articles of art 
and craft made by the inhabitants of the South Sea Islands. 


These articles were collected by Captain and Mrs. Irving Johnson on 
their many voyages to the South Pacific. There were seven such voyages 
made in the last twenty-five years in their schooner “Yankee.” 


This is said to be the largest private collection from the South Pacific 
Islands. 


The museum is open by appointment only. 
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ANTIQUE BICYCLE 
COLLECTION 


Located at the Johnson Homestead in Hockanum Village, Hadley, 
Massachusetts, there are on exhibit seventy-five bicycles of every descrip- 
tion. Started in 1925 by Roger Johnson, this collection of bicycles comes 
from the United States, England, and France. Included in the collection, 
there is a replica of the “Hobby Horse” bicycle dating back to 1818. 


Mr. Johnson is still enlarging his collection. 


The building which houses these bicycles is open at all times. 
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THE FARM 
MUSEUM 
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The Farm Museum was built as a barn in 1782 at the Porter-Phelps- 
Huntington estate two miles north of its present site. It was given for use 
as a farm museum by Dr. James L. Huntington,and was moved in 1930, 
and restored and remodeled under the direction of Clifton Johnson of 
Hadley and his brother Henry of Springfield. In 1957 Clifton’s son Roger 
donated the Farm Museum to the Massachusetts Society for Promoting 
Agriculture, the second oldest agricultural organization in the United 
States. 


The Farm Museum contains farm implements, equipment and tools 
used on our early New England farms. There is a tremendously wide 
variety of exhibits ranging in size from a stagecoach to an apple peeler. 
It houses the largest collection of broom making equipment in this country, 
appropriately, as Hadley was the first broomcorn manufacturing center 
in the United States. 
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THE GOODWIN 
MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
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The Goodwin Memorial Library was built in 1902 partly with gen- 
erous funds given by John Dwight of New York, a former Hadley resident, 
and partly by donations of local townspeople who wished to have a perma- 
nent place for the books in the Hadley Young Men’s Library (1884) and 
Hadley Free Library (1901). 


Mr. Dwight wished the library to be named for his ancestor Elder 
William Goodwin, one of the original settlers of Hadley, who had much to 
do with securing the fund which Governor Hopkins gave for the founding of 
Hopkins Academy. Total cost of erecting the building was $8,000, and it 
was lighted by a gas plant costing $1,000. The architect was Guy Kirkham 
of Springfield. In a 1903 town report is the following, ‘““We now possess a 
structure that in its permanence, suitableness and beauty is not excelled 
in this region.” 


The Memorial Hall, on the second floor of Goodwin Memorial Library, 
was originally intended for use as an auditorium. When the historic 
articles given for exhibit in the Library increased to large numbers, they 
were moved upstairs to larger quarters. Chief among the historic exhibits 
is a large portrait of General Joseph Hooker of Civil War fame, whose 
home was on West Street. The Hadley D.A.R. is now in charge of these 
valuable and numerous historic exhibits. 
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THE FIRST 
CONGREGATIONAL 
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This Church, the third meetinghouse in the history of Hadley, was 
erected on the West Street Common in 1808. It was moved to its present 
location in 1841. The gilded weathercock, which tops the spire, was 
brought over from England in 1752 and was transferred to the present 
building in 1808. The spire of this meetinghouse is said to be modeled 
after those which Christopher Wren designed in England. Among the 
articles displayed are a pewter plate said to be a part of the communion 
service used from 1659-1703, a silver cup dated 1723, and a handwrought 
section of the bell yoke from the second meetinghouse. 
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THE SECOND 
CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH 


The Second Congregational Church of Hadley, located on River Drive 
in North Hadley, was organized October 28, 1831 by twenty-four men and 
women who previously had been members of the First Church in Hadley. 
The building was dedicated in 1834. One of its distinctive features is a 
graceful ancient chandelier, now electrified, believed to have been imported 
from England. The steeple was added in 1854, and the choir loft and an 
exceptionally fine Johnson organ were installed in 1865. Bartlett Chapel 
was built onto the church building in 1898, and memorial stained glass 
windows were installed in the sanctuary prior to the town’s anniversary 
in 1909. Major renovations were made in 1941, and a rededication was 
held in June of that year. In this Tercentenary year the Second Congre- 
gational Church marks its 128th anniversary. 
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Daily Hampshire Gazette, Saturday, August 1, 1959 


HADLEY POISED 
FOR CLIMAX 


OF TERCENTENARY 
PROGRAM 


Home Tour, Band Concert, Ball Listed Today; Gigantic Parade Sunday 


HADLEY — The 300th birthday celebration of this town will reach 
its climax this week end with a packed program that includes an open 
house tour, band concert, reunion and ball today and gigantic parade 
Sunday. 


Includes “Ghost” 


Today’s open house tour will find 11 of the town’s historic buildings 
at their spic-and-span best and open to the public from 10 to 5. Heading 
the list is the Porter - Phelps - Huntington House, a nationally famous 
Colonial plantation and museum on River Dr. The house can be seen today 
almost exactly as it was in 1799 and even has a resident ghost, whose 
haunts can be pointed out by Dr. James Huntington, the owner. 


Also on the tour is the Farm Museum, a three-story barn behind the 
Town Hall, stuffed with plows, coaches, tools and other farm relics. The 
Samuel Porter House on West St., a private home, will offer one of the 
best local examples of beamed and paneled living room and an authentic 
Connecticut Valley doorway. 


Other historic buildings like the Ben Smith Tavern, the Aaron Scott 
Home, the Ryan Farm, will be shown. Included in the tour also are the 
Mt. Holyoke Summit House, once a luxury resort visited by Abraham 
Lincoln and other famous personages, and the Johnson Bicycle Museum 
on Hockanum Rd. 


Concert at 3 


Other events today will be the band concert on the Hopkins Academy 
grounds from 3 to 4, and the reunion and Tercentenary ball tonight. The 
ball will be held in the Quonset Club and will feature the selection of the 
Tercentenary queen from among the guests. 


Also open today will be the historical exhibit at the library, a col- 
lection of early Hadley relics, letters, pictures and weapons. A special 
exhibit devoted to Hadley’s most famous soldier, General Joseph (Fight- 
ing Joe) Hooker, is featured. 


The Sunday program will begin with special masses at Holy Rosary 
and St. John’s Churches, beginning at 7. At 9:30, Second Congregational 
Church of North Hadley will join First Congregational Church for a union 
service in the latter church. Rev. Paul A. Crow, Jr., and Rev. William G. 
Lorimer will officiate. 


Sunday at 2 the parade will begin and will include delegations from 
Northampton, Amherst and many other surrounding communities. The 
parade will start at Russell and East Sts., pass a reviewing stand at Hop- 
kins Academy, and wind up in the south part of West St. If weather is 
good, town officials predict some 50,000 persons are expected to attend. 
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HADLEY 
OPEN HOUSE 
TOUR 


SIGNS MISSING 


HADLEY — The open house tour here Saturday in connection with 
the Tercentenary program was so successful that the hosts and hostesses 
in the various homes were unable to visit other old dwellings. A special 
tour is being planned for them one evening this week. It is pointed out 
the homeowners gave of their time and expense and that all money collec- 
ted at the homes will be turned over to the town by Miss Ruth McQueston, 
Committee Chairman. 


A number of signs designating the location of homes are missing, 
several turning up many miles away. The homeowners would like the 
signs returned. It being their only memento of this special part of the 
observance. 
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HOPKINS ACADEMY 
REUNION 


The Hadley schools band presented a concert Saturday afternoon at 
the academy under the direction of Miss Norinne Jacobus. 


The largest Hopkins Academy alumni reunion in history was attended 
by about 400 at the American Legion home Saturday night. William 
Goffe of Richford, Vt., a descendant of “The Angel of Hadley,” took a 
brief bow. He told alumni officials he has documentary proof that his 
ancestor, General William Goffe, was a resident of Hadley and the man who 
warned residents of an Indian attack and perhaps saved the town. 


The academy alumni elected William Chmura, class of 1923, President. 
Major Chmura was Parade Marshal. Other officers are: Vice President, 
Philip Koski; Secretary, Miss Carol Tudryn; Treasurer, Hopkins Principal 
Joseph Zalot. Mrs. Constance Higgins, class of 1921, is permanent Secre- 
tary. 


Walter Heiden, class of 1918, from Arizona, was among those at the 
alumni dinner and dance. Mrs. William McGilpin of Southbridge, class 
of 1891, was a member of the oldest class represented at the reunion. 


Among others attending were Arthur Conant of North Hadley, class 
of 1904 and his brother, Luther, of Bethlehem, Pa., class of 1905. Ten of 
the 11 members of the Charles Comins family who were graduated from 
Hopkins were present. 


“The Angel of Hadley” painting by John Gnatek, local artist was 
unveiled and presented to the town as a gift from the Alumni Association. 
The painting will be hung in Hopkins Academy. 


An alumni bulletin, listing members of classes from 1882 to the 
present, was distributed. It was prepared by Mrs. G. Sherman Smith and 
dedicated to the late Florence Mitchell Reed, wife of James P. Reed who 
was academy principal for 35 years. 


Joseph Uchneat and Fred Callahan, class of 1934, were introduced as 
members of the class noting its 25th anniversary. 
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ALUMNI GIFT 
TO HOPKINS 


Artist John Gnatek and his copy of the oil painting “The Angel of Hadley” 
presented by the Alumni Association to the Academy. 
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QUEEN WILL BE 
SELECTED SATURDAY 


White Rose to Determine Winner At 'Tercentenary Ball Program 


The Tercentenary queen will be chosen at the Tercentenary ball at the 
Quonset Club Saturday night at 9 with the Knights of Melody to play for 
dancing. 


A novel method has been devised for choosing the queen. There are 
only two requirements necessary to be eligible for queen. The person 
chosen must be a Hadley resident and must be present at the ball. 


Three judges will go out on the dance floor with 12 roses. These will 
be given to 12 ladies. Then the judges will present five of them a yellow 
rose. 


From this group of five one will be chosen queen and presented a white 
rose. The other four will form her court. The queen will also be pre- 
sented a loving cup which will be on display during the week at Hadley 
Pharmacy, and a crown which she may keep. 


Price of the ball ticket includes punch and an attractive program and 
favors for the ladies. The program contains several clever sketches of 
Town Hall, Fort River bridge, McQueston house, old mill, old and new 
Hopkins Academy buildings and a view of the McQueston door on the 
cover. 


Reservations for this formal affair may be made with Mr. and Mrs. Alex 
Madenski, Mrs. Edwin Podolak, Mrs. Doris Dec, Joseph Logan, Jr. or with 
William Kozera. 
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Tercentenary Queen’s crown and loving cup 


Pit 
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Tercentenary Queen — Miss Judy Cook presented crown by Edwin M. Podolak, 
Chairman of Executive Committee. 


Judy Cook, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Cook of South Maple St., 
was chosen Tercentenary queen at the formal ball Saturday night at the 
Quonset Club. In her court were Constance Bussiere, Marianne Kostek, 
Carol Ann Duffy and Alexis Madenski. 
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TERCENTENARY PARADE 


PARKING SUNDAY 
TO BE RESTRICTED 


HADLEY — Parking of motor vehicles here Sunday afternoon for the 
Tercentenary parade will be restricted, according to Police Chief Tony 
Gesiorek. There will be no parking permitted in the so-called tree belt 
areas on Middle, West and East Sts. unless abutters allow it. Cars will be 
permitted to park along the sides of these streets. 


A town by-law states that “no person shall drive any wagon, carriage, 
cart or motor vehicle upon any common or grass land in the town that is 
used by the abutters as mowing or as a lawn.” 


It is understood that cars will be parked on Hopkins Field and West 
St. Common. Property owners who wish may offer parking facilities and 
charge motorists. 


A survey showed that only one in 10 owners of real estate favored 
parking of cars in the tree belt areas. 
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TOWN OBSERVES 
TERCENTENARY 


THRONGS SEE 
HADLEY PARADE 


HADLEY — They came from near and far yesterday, some 50,000 of 
them , for Hadley’s Tercentenary parade which was held under ideal 
weather conditions. After a period of hot weather, the skies were clear, 
readings in the high 70’s, and there was a cooling breeze. 


The giant spectacle began promptly at 2 and lasted three hours. Major 
William Chmura on his mount led the parade along Russell St. up the 
easterly side of West St., down the other side and into South West St. 
where it ended. 


The colorful parade had everything as it drew the largest crowd in 
the town’s history. There were about 25,000 persons here 50 years ago 
with the big tent on West St. common accommodating 2,500. The common 
yesterday was dotted with concessions, cars, buses and people in a jolly 
holiday mood. 


There were eight divisions in the parade, which formed along Russell 
and East Sts., Newton Lane and Maple Ave. Traffic was barred from the 
parade area for three hours resulting in some jams in Amherst and North- 
ampton. 


Visitors began arriving early in the morning, many taking vantage 
points along the parade route as early as 9 o’clock. Russell St. was 


jammed during the event with row upon row of spectators, some sitting in 
chairs but more standing. 
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Officials witnessed the parade from a reviewing stand on Russell St. 
in front of Hopkins Academy. Local regular and auxiliary police under 
the direction of Chief Tony Gesiorek directed traffic over a wide area. 
Police from surrounding communities assisted. 


The executive committee was headed by Edwin M. Podolak, Chairman; 
John T. Martula, Co-chairman; Stanley C. Jekanoski, Secretary; Roger 
Johnson and John §. Kelley, Jr. 


Also on the committee were Anthony J. Blyda, William Chmura, John 
EK. Devine, Henry E. Drozdal, Ernest W. Hibbard, Edward J. Matuszko, 
Owen A. McNiff, Sr., John Mish, Jr., Frank C. Reynolds, R. Donald Ship- 
man, Edward W. Tudryn and Edward C. Wanczyk. 


Chairman of various subcommittees were Mrs. John A. Sessions, 
Joseph Zatyrka, Miss Ruth Scott, Bruce Bradford, Mrs. Lee Higgins, 
Chief Gesiorek, Mrs. William E. Dwyer, Mr. Mish, Miss Ruth McQueston, 
Edward G. Waskiewicz, Stanley Paulson, Michael Grabiec, John Koloski, 
Stuart Russell, Alexander Madenski and Miss Norinne Jacobus. 


Selectmen and former town fathers followed Major Chmura in cars at 
the head of the parade. Then came the Chef de Gere (40 & 8), Hadley 
American Legion and Auxiliary, color guard, Marksmen drum and bugle 
corps, Westover Air Force Base units, Eighth Air Force Band and Nation- 
al Guard marching unit. 


Represented in the second division were Wethersfield, Conn., Hatfield, 
Deerfield, Whately. Amherst headed the third division followed by Pelham, 
Montague, Ware and the Lions International bearing the flags from 65 
nations. South Hadley paced the fourth division, followed by Granby and 
Sunderland. Northampton was well represented in the fifth division. 
Heading the Northampton American Legion band was Diane Klemyk, 
seven-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John A. Klemyk of North Hadley. 


In the sixth division were the Shriners from Springfield and floats 
and units from Springfield, Holyoke, West Springfield and Greenfield. 


Easthampton headed the seventh division, followed by units from 
Seuthampton, Williamsburg, Cummington, Goshen and Chesterfield. 


Virtually all Hadley groups and organizations were represented in the 
final division. In all there were some 50 floats and 30 bands or musical 
groups. 


Some town and private parking areas were filled to capacity but many 
had a few cars. Hopkins field, which was expected to hold the bulk of the 
vehicles, was nearly deserted. 


John Koloski of West St. and Stuart Russell of Hockanum were co- 
chairmen of the parade. 


A display of old firearms was presented before the parade near the 
town hall. 


Estimates of the crowd ran all the way from 30,000 to 65,000. Some 
of those who witnessed the affair 50 years ago were inclined to lean toward 
more conservative figures. 
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HISTORY, BRING 
GREETINGS ON 
300TH BIRTHDAY; 
TRAFFIC JAMMED 
BEFORE EVENT 


HADLEY — Three hundred years of history — from colonial days of 
1659 to the present — unfolded during a gala 314 hour, six-mile long 
Tercentenary parade here Sunday before an estimated 65,000 spectators. 


Two-Mile Route 


About 50 floats, depicting colonial and modern life in this quiet ham- 
let, 30 colorful bands and thousands of persons marched long the two-mile 
parade route on an ideal sunny afternoon. 


As one old-timer summed it up: “It’s a beautiful day, isn’t it—about 
the best we’ve had in the last 300 years.” 


The old blended in perfectly with the new throughout the entire pa- 
rade: ancient horsedrawn wagons set off by sleek-lined futuristic looking 
cars; old-fashioned ankle-length dresses contrasted with hip-high, saucy 
Swinging drum majorettes’ skirts; and rustic looking pumper fire fighting 
equipment with bright, modern trucks. 


Officials and units from Massachusetts (as far away as Boston and 
Peabody), Connecticut, Rhode Island and Vermont combined in one voice 
to say: “Happy 300th Birthday Hadley.” 


Admittedly, this small agricultural town never before witnessed such 
a spectacular, which swelled its 3000-odd everyday population to more 
than 20 times its size for several hectic hours. 


Traffic virtually ground to a standstill before and after the parade. 


Fender-to-fin twin lines of cars led into the town several hours be- 
fore the parade began. 


After parking, spectators rushed to lay claim to certain strategic 
vantage points from which to watch the parade. 


The entire tree-lined length of the parade route was six to 12 persons 
deep. Even store steps had “‘Reserved” signs tacked to them hours before 
the parade. 


Some youngsters climbed high in trees along the parade route to 
watch. 


Many persons, apparently early arrivals, brought complete box 
lunches and other refreshments. 
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HATFIELD TO HELP 
HADLEY CELEBRATE 


HATFIELD — Plans are progressing for Hatfield’s participation in 
the Tercentenary celebration of Hadley, its “mother town” on Sunday, 
August 2. Selectmen Walter A. Pickunka, Chairman of the local committee 
states that present plans indicate there will be a fine Hatfield delegation 
in the parade, with a decorated community float as the main feature. The 
local Legionnaires will march, with a color guard; the police department 
will have a group in the parade, and, in addition, several local members 
of the police force have volunteered their services for duty in Hadley on 
the big day. 


Hatfield’s firefighters will be in the line of march, as will the Lions 
Club and the Hatfield Junior Drum Corps. There is still time for other 
organizations to enter the Hatfield unit and those wishing to take part are 
to contact Chairman Pickunka. 


Work has already been started on the framework of the float and 
Mr. and Mrs. George G. Zgrodnik of Main St. have offered use of their 
garage in the rear of the home, for decorating. Selectman Pickunka an- 
nounces that a large number of women volunteers will be needed on Sat- 
urday, August 1, the day before the parade, to help with interweaving the 
greens and flowers which will trim the float. Benches for working will also 
be furnished by the Zgrodniks and a busy day is anticipated. Women will- 
ing to assist with this task are asked to notify the chairman. 


This Tercentenary observance, which has been in the making for many 
months and promises to be an outstanding event, will no doubt serve as 
an incentive for Hatfield residents to start thinking about their own 
300th anniversary, which will take place in only 11 years, in 1970. 
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HATFIELD IS READY 
FOR HADLEY EVENT 


HATFIELD — A large delegation from Hatfield will be on hand in 
Hadley tomorrow for the long-awaited Tercentenary Parade. Preliminary 
work on the community float has been completed and a large crowd will be 
at work tonight completing final details. The work is being done in the 
garage at the rear of the home of Mr. and Mrs. George G. Zgrodnik of 
Main St. and volunteer workers are asked to be there tonight any time 
after 6:30. It is hoped that about 50 women will be there to assist with 
assembling the flowers and volunteers are requested to come and help 
even for an hour or less, if they cannot spend the entire evening. 


The Hatfield division for the parade will form on Russell St. in Had- 
ley, just beyond the Legion Home and all participants from this commun- 
ity are asked to be there by 1:15 o’clock, as the parade is scheduled to get 
underway promptly at 2. It is requested that any individuals or con- 
cerns having floats to be entered notify Selectman Walter A. Pickunka, 
Committee Chairman, so that the line of parade may be arranged. The 
Hatfield Legion will march with the colors; the Hatfield Junior Drum 
Corps will furnish music and marching units will include the firefighters 
(with all their equipment included in the unit); the police department 
and the Lions Club. Many local police officers will also assist the Hadley 
department with traffic duty. 


A special feature will be Rocky Balise’s “surrey with the fringe on 
top”, drawn by his favorite black horse, carrying the Hatfield selectmen. 
The Hatfield queen, Sally Kubosiak will ride in an open car. 


118 


Daily Hampshire Gazette, Saturday, August 1, 1959 


AMHERST READY FOR 
HADLEY EVENT 
SUNDAY AT 2 


AMHERST — Amherst will have a large and varied representation 
in the Hadley Tercentenary Parade, Sunday, according to W. S. Pickering 
and Kenneth Osmun, Chairmen of the committee in charge, owing to the 
enthusiastic response from the townspeople both as individuals and orga- 
nizations. 


The Amherst unit, division three of the parade, will be led by a five 
man color guard carrying the national and state flags also the Amherst 
bicentennial flag, especially made for the occasion, followed by Police Chief 
Francis E. Hart riding in a police cruiser; Thomas A. Kirley, Amherst 
parade marshal, mounted on his palomino; costumed member of the board 
of selectmen riding in a horse-drawn surrey; Lord Jeffery, Amherst, in 
the person of Gordon Nevlon, on horseback, four bearded men in an an- 
cient car, and town float, designed by Prof. Clark Thayer, representing 
the agricultural and educational interests of Amherst, and made under 
the direction of Stephen Wales and Stephen Hamilton. 


There will be eight floats in all, the others being: Alex Smith and 
family in an early days of Amherst scene; Order of the Eastern Star, 
featuring the “Star’’; Odd Fellows and Rebekahs, the League of Nations; 
the South Amherst Grange Girl Scout Mariners, Kelhoochun Council 
Degree of Pocahontas and Amherst Grange No. 16 will also be represented 
by floats. Interspersed among these will be bands, marching units of the 
American Legion and their Auxiliary, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Amherst 
Hose Company and their Auxiliary, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts; decorated 
cars carrying members of the Golden Age Club, D.A.R., Lions Club, Miss 
Sheila Burke as Miss Amherst and a group of Keystone Cops. 


Henry Adriance will drive his car of the future and the Colonels Hot 
Rod Club has entered four hot rods. Equestrian features include Mrs. 
Richard March and pony cart, Richard Nelson and horse and buggy, Mrs. 
Robert Whitcomb. Miss Susan Neylon and Miss Betty Winn, saddle horses. 


A novelty feature midway in the parade will be a girl tossing flowers 
to the crowd from a tree trimming bucket loaned by Joffre Schnarr. Bring- 
ing up the rear will be an old fashioned street sprinkler driven by Stanley 
Ziomek. 


Pickering will be riding near the front of the Amherst section and 
Osmun at the rear, in cars equipped with two-way radios in order to super- 
vise and keep moving smoothly their part of the big parade. 
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TOWN TO HAVE 
MANY UNITS 

IN HADLEY 
PARADE SUNDAY 


AMHERST — The Amherst committee on the Hadley celebration met 
last evening to complete plans for the town of Amherst participation in 
the parade. Thomas A. Kirley, Marshal of Amherst Division announced 
his selection as to the order of march: 1. color guard, A Co., USAR, Capt. 
Patrick Kamins; la. Amherst Police Chief Francis Hart; 2. Thomas A. 
Kirley, Marshal of Amherst division; 3. Board of Selectmen, horsedrawn 
surrey, in charge of Mrs. Eunice Mannheim; 4. Gordon Neylon, riding his 
horse as Lord Jeffery; 5. Douglas T. Giles, 1911 car with four Amherst 
whiskered men riding in it; 6. Town of Amherst float, in charge of Prof. 
Clark Thayer; 6a. Two-way radio car with Harold Keefe and W. S. Pick- 
ering riding in charge of communications in the Amherst division; 7. Key- 
stone Cops, Bud Wilson and others in old car in charge of Chief Hart: 
8. Miss Amherst and court, car from Victory Motors of Northampton in 
charge of Queen Sheila Burke; 9. Band. Wynn Fay Hill Billies on float 
with square dancers; 10. Alex Smith and family, novelty float — Trapper 
Foot with six people, the first settlers in Amherst. 


11. American Legion and Auxiliary; 12. American Legion marching 
unit, George Andrews; 13. Mary Mattoon Chapter, D.A.R., automobile 
with members riding, D.A.R. seal on car. Mrs. Ruth Ruder, Regent; 
14. Order of Eastern Star, float featuring the ‘Star,’ Eveline Sears; 
15. Lions Club, decorated car, Anthony Conklin; 16. Golden Agers, conver- 
tible bearing banner with a golden blonde beauty, a high school youth as 
driver. The Golden Agers will be in charge of Harvey Strong, Sr.; 17 


Harry Adriance and automobile novelty — 2059 space age vehicle from 
Mars; 18. Colonels Hot Rod Club, four automobiles, Edward Brace in 
charge; 10. Mr. Schnarr, novelty float — three persons in Snorkel deco- 


rated with flowers; 20. Band, Pittsfield Boys Club; 21. Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, marching unit, with Lawrence Sherman in charge; 22. Amherst 
Hose Co. and Ladies Auxiliary, marching unit in charge of William Keedy. 


23. Odd Fellows and Rebekahs, automobile float with “League of Na- 
tions” theme, David Duncan in charge; 24. South Amherst Grange, auto- 
mobile float — Grange theme possible, nine people riding, Mrs. Ruth Allen; 
25. Girl Scout Mariners, float, with Mrs. Leroy Metcalf in charge; 26. 
Richard Nelson, Morgan stallion with buggy; 27. Mrs. March, pony cart: 
28. Mrs. Robert Whitcomb, saddle horse; 29. Susan Neylon, saddle horse, 
Lady; 30. Betty Winn and her saddle horse; 31. Kelhoochun Council De- 
gree of Pocahontas, a float in charge of Helen Harrington; 32. Town of 
Amherst Highway Department, old fashioned sprinkler, Stan Ziomek; 33. 
two-way radio, second car with Ken Osmun and F. Eugene LeClair in 
charge; 34. Amherst Grange. 


All Amherst marching units, floats, etc. shall be at the place of forma- 
tion by 12:30 p.m. and not later than 1. Starting time of the parade is 2 p.m. 
August 2. All units shall be spaced approximately 20 feet apart and shall 
keep up with the groups ahead. There will be workers at the place of 
formation to assist in organizing the Amherst units. 
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FLOAT FOR TOWN 


UNDER CONSTRUCTION 


AMHERST — The Amherst committee for the town’s participation 
in the Hadley celebration met last evening with all the members in at- 
tendance except three. The committee and the marshal, Thomas Kirley, 
met to complete plans for the celebration. The town float is under con- 
struction it was announced. The float and groups participating include 
the following: 1. Board of Selectmen — horse-drawn vehicles, surrey 
with fringe on top. They will be in costume. They will be in charge of Mrs. 
Mannheim; 2. Town of Amherst float, with Prof. Clark Thayer, Stephen 
Hamilton and Stephen Wales. 38. Gordon Neylon, as Lord Jeffery, will be 
in costume and ride his saddled horse. 4. Mr. Schnarz — novelty float, 
three persons in snorkel decorated with flowers. This float will be in 
charge of Mr. Schnarz. 5. Alec Smith and family will be in float—Trapper 
Foot Novelty float. 6. Novelty car of 2059 space age vehicle from Mars. 7. 
Town of Amherst Highway Department—old fashioned sprinkler. 8. Am- 
herst Hose Co. and Ladies Auxiliary of the Amherst Fire Department in 
a marching unit. 9. Keystone Cops, Bud Wilson and five others. 


10. Veterans of Foreign Wars. 11. Amherst Post 148 Legion Auxil- 
iary, marching unit in charge of Mrs. William Paul. 12. American Legion, 
marching unit in charge of George Andrews. 13. Colonel Hot Rod Club, 
four automobiles in parade or on display, in charge of Edward Brace. 
14. South Amherst Grange float, automobile float with theme of the 
Grange with Mrs. Ruth Allen in charge. 15. Thomas A. Kirley, saddle 
horse. 16. Top Rail Farm, horse drawn vehicles. Morgan stallion with old 
fashioned carriage with occupants appropriately dressed. This will be 
in charge of Richard Nelson. 17. Kelhoochun Council Degree of Pocahon- 
tas, a float. 18. Lions Club, decorated car. There will be other marching 
units taking part in the celebration. 
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SUNDERLAND FLOAT 
IS JOINT PROJECT 


SUNDERLAND — The float which Sunderland entered in the Hadley 
Tercentenary Parade Sunday afternoon depicted four scenes descriptive of 
Sunderland life and history, represented on canvas by two young men 
without whose efforts the float would not have been possible. They each 
painted two 8 by 6 ft. pictures. 


“Log Drive” and “Erastus S. Field’’ were the work of Peter Conway of 
Greenfield, a University of Massachusetts graduate. “Gigantic Sycamore 
Tree” and “Whitemore’s Falls’ were done by Ted Fijal of Chicopee, a 
graduate of Fashion Art School in Springfield. 


Posed before the paintings were Patricia and Betty Jekanowski, Mike 
Perchak and Philip S. Hepburn, Jr. The two men grew beards in prepa- 
ration for the event and all were costumed to tie in with the theme of long 
ago. 


The float was prepared by Eugene Jekanowski, Mrs. Clifton Hubbard, 
Mrs. Harold Hubbard, William Lloyd Hubbard and Edward Mieczkowski, 
Chairman of the Committee. 
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CHAMBER SPONSORING 


KILTIE BAND 
IN HADLEY PARADE 


The swirl of bagpipes will be added to the Hadley Tercentenary 
Parade on August 2 through sponsorship by the retail division of the Great- 
er Northampton Chamber of Commerce of the unique Springtield Kultie 
Band, it was announced today by Maurice Carlson, Chairman of a special 
committee. 


The Springfield Kiltie Band, organized in 1917 by Wallace Potter of 
Springfield and well-known throughout New England, has played for 
functions virtually throughout the East for four decades. 


The Kiltie Band is directed by Pipe Major Martin Nash of Springfield 
and younger members constantly are being trained tor pipe and drum to 


maintain the band and keep bagpipe music always available. Albert Gene- 
reaux of Round Hill Rd., Northampton, is Secretary of the organization. 
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SHRINERS WILL BE 
IN HADLEY PARADE 


Norman R. Vester, Potentate of Melha Temple, AAONMS, of Spring- 
field, Tuesday announced that all units of the Temple will march in the big 
Tercentenary Parade at Hadley Sunday at 2. 


The Hadji Unit, largest in Melha Temple, will parade in full strength 
with all of motorized equipment, consisting of old fire engines, colorful 
jeeps, scooters and miniature automobiles. Its 76 pieces of such equipment 
makes it one of the largest such units in Shrinedom. 


The assembly point for the Melha marchers will be in Newton Lane, off 
Middle St., just off route 9. They will comprise the Sixth Division of the 
parade. 


Vester said all Melha nobles who drive to Hadley should leave their 
cars in the parking area in back of Hopkins Academy and walk to Newton 
Lane, which is just around the corner. The Melha contingent will be 
headed by Vester and his divan, all wearing summer outfits with their new 
white coats. 


This event is under the direction of H. Edward Baker, Marshal of 
Melha Temple, acting as Chairman, and Donald Wood, President of the 
Hadji unit, acting as Co-chairman. 
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SCHOOL BAND TO 
LEAD TOWN PARADE 


The Hadley school band will lead the Hadley contingent in the 8th and 
final division of the Tercentenary Parade Sunday afternoon, followed by 
the queen’s float, First Church, St. John’s Church and Holy Rosary 
Church. These units will form on the Walter Wanczyk property on Rus- 
sell St. which has been donated for use of the parade committee. “Project 
meet” will be on hand at formation areas to assist units in lining up. There 
will be no parking for cars in these areas. 


The committee requests all floats to be in position by 12:30 and 
marching units by 1. 


The following units will form on the Legion and Hooker School 
grounds: Hopkins alumni float, Hadley town float, Warren Indian Band, 
DAR ear, Gen. Joseph Hooker and regiment, Pete Mokrzecky and Sons float, 
stagecoach, Bill Smith on horse, antique bicycles and cars, Kentfield Dairy 
float, Polish-American Citizens Club float, Hockanum Village float, 
Mothers’ Club float, 4-H Club float, Young Men’s Club float, Hadley Grange 
float, Hartsbrook Farm float, Future Farmers of America, Hadley Drive-in 
Theatre float, Aqua Vitae Restaurant, Idle Hour Cafe. 


PARADE 
LINE OF MARCH 


(Listed in order of March) 
lst DIVISION 


Parade Marshall William Chmura 

Selectmen — Town of Hadley 

Former Selectmen — Town of Hadley 

Hadley American Legion 

Grand Chef de Gere of Mass. 40 and 8 — Dr. William J. O’Hearn of Pitts- 
field, Mass. 

Marksmen Drum and Bugle Corps — Springfield, Mass. 

Mass. Color Guard of American Legion Posts (Hampshire/Franklin Dist.) 

Amherst V.F.W. Post 

Hadley American Legion Auxiliary 

8th Air Force Band 

Westover Field Unit: Alert Force station wagon staffed by alert crew in 
flying gear 

Air Police vehicle 


2nd DIVISION 


WETHERSFIELD, CONN. 
Col. Chester Fife and Drum Corps (of Wethersfield, Conn.) 
Volunteer Fire Department 
HATFIELD 
Hatfield Legion Color Guard 
Board of Selectmen with Queen 
Float — Oliver Smith and Sophie Smith as youngsters 
Lions Club Members 
Delegation from Police Dept. 
Hatfield Junior Drum Corps 
DEERFIELD 
Float 
Selectmen 
The Clippers Junior Drum and Bugle Corps — Peabody, Mass. 
WHATELY 
American Legion Colors and Color Guard 
The Clippers Senior Drum and Bugle Corps — Peabody, Mass. 
Police Department 
Selectmen 
Whately Float — representing Colonial Life 
Horseback Riders 
Fire Chief Graves 
Junior Muster Team and Muster Truck 
Regular Fire Department and Muster Team with Muster Truck 
Franklin County 40 and 8 — Locomotive and Box Car 
Liding Horses 
4-Wheel Buggy and Horse 
Antique Autos 
Morgan Horses in Van 
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3rd DIVISION 


AMHERST 

Color Guard from National Guard 

Thomas A. Kirley — Marshal of Amherst Division 
Board of Selectmen 

Gordon Neylon as Lord Jeffery 

Douglas T. Giles the Four Whiskers in 1911 Car 
Town of Amherst Float 

Keystone Cops 

Miss Amherst and Court 

Pittsfield Boys Club Drum and Bugle Corps 
Novelty Float — Trapper Foot with 6 people — Alex Smith and Family 
American Legion Auxiliary 

American Legion Post 

Mary Mattoon Chapter D.A.R. 

Order of Eastern Star Float 

Lions Club Decorated Car 

Golden Agers 

Automobile Novelty 2059 

Colonels Hot Rod Club 

Novelty Float 

Band 

Amherst Hose Company and Ladies’ Auxiliary 
Odd Fellows and Rebekahs 

South Amherst Grange 

Girl Scouts — 4 Mariners Float 

Richard Nelson Morgan Stallion with Buggy 
Pony Cart 

Three Riders on Horseback 

Pocahontas Float 

Highway Department Old-fashioned Sprinkler 
PELHAM 

Selectmen 

MONTAGUE 

Float 

Selectmen 

O’Reilley’s Lassies Drum Corps of the Moose — New Britain, Conn. 
Lions International 

WARE 

Selectmen 

Town Float 

Boston Fire Department Band 
WESTMINSTER 

Marching Unit — Sisters of the Swish and Brothers of the Brush 


4th DIVISION 


SOUTH HADLEY 

Committee Members 

Color Guard — South Hadley V.F.W. 

Police Dept. 

Police Cruiser Car 

Board of Selectmen 

South Hadley Float — Depicting the First Canal in the U.S.A. 
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Holyoke Kiltie Band 

Fire Department 

Old Fire Pumper 

Lions Club Float 

Civil Defense Auxiliary Police Unit 

Civil Defense Auxiliary Police Float 

V.F.W. Post No. 3104 

Orange American Legion Post 172 Drum and Bugle Corps 

Chamber of Commerce 

South Hadley Grange No. 400 and Float 

Water Department 

Electric Light Department 

Highway Department 

GRANBY 

Granby Post No. 266 American Legion Color Guard 

Palmer Drum and Bugle Corps 

Board of Selectmen 

Auxiliary Police Marching Unit 

Town Float: Daguerreotypes of Grandmother Hadley 

Fire Department Truck with Fire Chief Robert H. Dressel 

Auxiliary Police Truck 

Sea Scouts Float 

Boy Scouts 

Girl Scouts Troop No. 7 

Granby Grange: Patrons of Husbandry No. 157 Float 

Exemplifying the Grange Influence in Home 

Chamber of Commerce Entry 

Granby Historical Association Entry 

Float Entered by Carlton Nash — Historical Arrangement of Dinosaur 
Tracks and the Nash Family. 

SUNDERLAND 

Float — Four Scenes — 1. Log Rolling 2. Whitmore Waterfalls 3. Syca- 
more Tree 4. Erastus Field Painting 

Polish Falcons Drum and Bugle Corps — Meriden, Conn. 

Fire Department Vehicles 

Civil Defense Ambulance 

Marching Units 

Antique Vehicle 

5th DIVISION 


(Note: This official list was marked not complete and 
is not in order of march) 
NORTHAMPTON 
Mayor and City Officials 
Members of Parade Committee 
Float 
Northampton High School Band 
Tara Club 
Lodge of Elks 
Harmony School of Music Float 
Marching Accordion Band 
Three-County Fair Association Float 
Springfield Kiltie Band (Sponsored by Northampton Chamber of Commerce) 
Brookside Dairy 
Civil Air Patrol 
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6th DIVISION 


SPRINGFIELD 

Shriners 

Hadji Motor Unit — Marching Groups — Drum Corps — Oriental Band — 
Military Band 

Mayor Thomas O’Connor 

Royal Cadet Drill Team 

Millers Falls Bugle and Drum Corps 

Southwick Fire Department 

HOLYOKE 

Fire Department and Truck 

Police Department and Car 

WEST SPRINGFIELD 

Auxiliary Police and Two Vehicles 

GREENFIELD 

Jose Barrise Accordion Band on Float 

Stage Coach 

Old-Fashioned Buggy 

Horseback Riders 

Western Massachusetts Electric Entry 


7th DIVISION 


EASTHAMPTON 

Color Guard from Dalton-LaValley Post 

Queen Candidates 

Gold Star Mothers 

Golden Agers 

American Legion Rifle Squad 

James M. Lincoln Detachment Marine Corps League 

Polish Veterans 

Dalton-LaValley Post No. 224 Auxiliary 

Rifle Detachment 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Fire Department and Truck 

Marching Unit 

WILLIAMSBURG 

American Legion Color Guard 

Carey’s Cadets Drum and Bugle Corps 

Selectmen 

Float — Replica of an Old Blacksmith Shop Entered by Mervin Clark and 
Son 

Fire Department 

CUMMINGTON 

Antique Car 

Fire Department 

GOSHEN 

Walking Unit of Young People 

Float — A Huge Red and Gold Book Entitled The Land of Goshen 

Carey’s Kiddets Bugle and Drum Corps 
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CHESTERFIELD 

Selectmen 

Fire Truck and Volunteer Fire Department 

Float — Depicting the Country Store in the Olden Days (Float is pre- 
sented by the Chesterfield Historical Society for the Town of 
Chesterfield). 

3 Riders from the Mt. Rangers 4-H Horse Club 


8th DIVISION 


HADLEY 
Hadley School Band 
Hadley Queen 


American Legion Float — Auxiliary — Rocket — 1st Commander — 
Ist President Auxiliary — Representative Boys’ State and Girls’ 
State 


First Church Float — Depicts Christian Leadership for 300 years — 
Represents Three Churches 

St. John’s Church Float — Large Bible — St. John, Bible quotation 

Holy Rosary Church — St. Anne’s Float — St. Anne —=-2-angele 

Hopkins Alumni Float — “Early School Transportation” — Surrey 

Hadley Town Float — Angel of Hadley — Picture — Church 

Warren Indian Band 

DATRaCar 

General Joe Hooker and Regiment 

Stage Coach — From Hadley Farm Museum — Team Owned and Driven 
by Mr. Sears of Palmer — Four-horse Hitch 

Bill Smith on Horseback 

Antique Bicycles 

Antique Autos 

Kentfield Dairy Float — Milk Good for All Ages — Kentfield Family and 
Driver; Miss Joan Van Petersilge, Mass. Dairy Princess for 1959 

Polish American Citizens Club Float — Miss Filkowski, Queen — Polish 
Wedding, Bride and Attendants 

Hockanum Village Float — Miniature Mt. Holyoke — Mountain House as 
It Was Originally 

Mothers’ Club Float — ‘“‘Home Scene’”’ — ‘‘The hand that rocks the cradle 
is the hand that rules the world.” 

4-H Club Float — Projects of 4-H’ers. 

Young Men’s Club Float Santa Claus Scene — Christmas Scene — Pet 
Project of Club Couple, Popcorn, Children 

Hadley Grange Float 


Hartsbrook Farm Float — Cow, Dairy Industry 
Future Farmers of America 


Hadley Drive-in Theatre Float — How Amused in 1659 — Spinning Wheel,, 
Butter Churn 1959—Drive-in Picture, Screen, Projector 

Aqua Vitae 

Idle Hour 

Holyoke Trumpeteers (Sponsored by Elmwood Hotel) 

Hadley Auto Service 

Bristol Service Station 

Hadley Volunteer Fire Department 

Barstow Trucking 
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PARADE ROUTE 
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Parade Information Center 


Yeviewing Stand — Information Center 


Parade Information Center 
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Brimfield 


Parade spectators hailed the appearance of this remarkably preserved old stage- 
coach when it rumbled into view along the parade route. 
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Judy Cook, Hadley’s Tercentenary queen, looked every inch a member of royalty 
as she adorned a float banked with thousands of flowers. 
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Ist DIVISION 


Hadley American Legion Float 


> Po 


Selectmen of Hadley headed the gigantic parade. Pictured are Frank C. Reynolds, 
Edward J. Matueczko and Edward C. Wanczyk. 


William Chmura — Parade Marshal 
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2nd DIVISION 


Ray Balise is shown here driving Hatfield Selectmen John Fortsch, Walter Pickunka 
and Stanley Filipek in colorful Tercentenary Parade. 


Montague float 
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The Hatfield ferry, which crossed the Connecticut River from Deerfield 


1692 to 1919, is shown as it appeared in the parade. 


Old Deerfield was founded 10 years after Hadley and its first citizens came from 
this community. Indians and an ox cart were among Deerfield’s contribution to Had- 
ley’s Tercentenary closing event. 
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Horse drawn float 


S. G. Carl pony float 


Horse drawn four wheel buggy 


Whately American Legion Color Guard 
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3rd DIVISION 


Saddle horses 


Professors and students decked the Amherst float in the Hadley parade. Carrying 
out the education and agriculture theme of Ambherst’s Bicentennial Seal, the float 
exhibited monstrous books and a plowshare. 
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<i  ~onormamen 


Lions International displayed flags from 65 different nations yesterday in the Had- 
ley Tercentenary Parade. It was among the many impressive features in the event 
which attracted a record throng to Hadley. 


Pocahontas float 
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The Town of Ware offered an authentic looking Indian as part of 
its eye-catching contribution to Hadley’s mammoth parade. 
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Amherst — Odd Fellows and Rebekahs 


South Amherst Grange 


i | ba (APES tomers 
i 


— 


Amherst Keystone Cops 
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4th DIVISION 


South Hadley float 


Holyoke Kiltie Band 


South Hadley Auxiliary Police and Civil Defense float 


141 


5th DIVISION 


Northampton’s Three County Fair, established in 1818, 
flower-bedecked float from the famous “Shire” city. 
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was represented by this 


Northampton highlighted its several institutions of learning in the Hadley Tercen- 
tenary Parade Sunday afternoon. 


Northampton Elks 


Mayor and Mrs. James Cahillane Northampton Elks 
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6th DIVISION 


A nattily uniformed color guard led a colorful contingent of the Hadji Shriners 
of Melha Temple in the biggest parade in the town’s history. 
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These drum majorettes of the Millers Falls Drum Corps gave a remarkable demon- 
stration of precision coordination which was roundly acclaimed by appreciative parade 
spectators. 
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7th DIVISION 


Easthampton paid its respects to Hadley in the Tercentenary Parade on Sunday 
and revealed its own 175th anniversary celebration dates for next year. Queen can- 
didates ornament the float. 
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8th DIVISION Le eee 


Judy Cook, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Cook 
‘of South Maple St., East Hadley, is shown Sunday in 
spectacular parade. She was chosen Tercentenary 
a at the formal ball Saturday night at the Quonset 
Club. 
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Hockanum Village float 


A float bearing a religious note was entered in Hadley Ter- 
centenary Parade Sunday by St. John’s Church of Hadley. 
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The Angel of Hadley, who according to legend saved the town from an Indian 
massacre, was one of the Tercentenary Parade highlights. 


The immigration of Poles to Hadley began in 1884 and now people of Polish 
extraction dominate the local population. Early Polish settlers are shown in the 
town’s Tercentenary Parade yesterday. 
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Hopkins Academy Majorettes and Band 


Hadley residents, dressed in the costumes of the town’s infant days, presented 
an effective glimpse of the community’s past against the setting of this handsome 
parade float. The bearded gentleman at upper right center depicted the “Angel of 
Hadley” who is reputed to have saved the town from an Indian massacre in 1675. 
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St. Ann’s Sodality float 
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Hadley’s flourishing agricultural industries were saluted with this parade float 
which featured the town’s tobacco and asparagus enterprises. 
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Stagecoach 


THY KINGDOM GOME 
THY WILL BE DONE 
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First Congregational Church float 
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HADLEY TERCENTENARY 
PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 


REPORT 


Now that Hadley’s Tercentenary celebration is history, it seems fitting 
to review the work of the Publicity Committee in preparation for the anni- 
versary and to thank the members of the committee for their individual 
and collective contributions. 


This tabulation of the committee’s work may not be complete, so the 
chairman begs forgiveness for any sins of omission. 


NEWSPAPER articles appeared in the following papers: 
Daily Hampshire Gazette 
Holyoke Transcript-Telegram 
Springfield Union 
Springfield Daily News 
Springfield Republican 
Hartford Times 
New York Herald Tribune 
New York Times 
Greenfield Recorder 
Worcester Sunday Telegram 
Boston Globe 
Boston Herald 
Catholic Observer 
Polish Daily Courier 
Welcome Visitor (Northampton Chamber of Commerce, Vol. 6) 
Congressional Record (Aug. 3, page 18712) (August 11, page 
14239) 

Articles also appeared in 
Antiques Magazine (August 1959) 
Hi Lines (Western Mass. Electric Co.) 

It is possible that more articles will appear in other magazines. 
(American Home, Yankee, The Telephone Bay Stater and Ford Times have 
made inquiries. ) 

RADIO AND TELEVISION programs featuring Hadley were on 


WHMP (A series of 15-minute radio programs on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings) Curtis Hahn was the M.C. 

WHAI (Interviews with Velia Orsini and Ben Drabek in con- 
nection with the WHAI Art Exhibit featuring Hadley 
artists) 

WACE (Chicopee) (Live broadcast of the parade and rebroad- 


casts later) 
WWLP-TV Channel 22 (Tom Colton program June 12, 1959) 
WHYN-TV Channel 40 (John Deegan program — several nights) 
Spot announcements throughout several days. 
A Boston TV channel — Hadley Tercentenary commercial at 
asparagus time. 
SPEAKERS 
Several requests for speakers at club or church meetings were 
received and accepted. 


152 


HADLEY CHRONOLOGY 


1659 
1660 
1661 
1664 
1664 
1670 
1670 
1675 
1676 


First settlement made, called Norwottuck. 

Parson John Russell came to Norwottuck. 

Town named Hadley for Hadleigh, England. 

Parson Russell secreted Regicides Goffe and Whalley twelve years. 
Hopkins School established. 

Hatfield set off. 

First church erected. 

Deliverance of people by Angel of Hadley during King Philip’s War. 
Last Indians left Hadley. 
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1696 First school house erected. 

1713 Second Church erected. 

1753 South Hadley set off. 

1759 Amherst set off. 

1777 +=Burgoyne left his sword in Hadley. 

1797 First brooms manufactured in this country, made in Hadley. 

1808 First one horse wagon brought to Hadley. 

1814 Major General Joseph Hooker born in Hadley. 

1817 First Hopkins Academy Building constructed. 

1861-1865 Major General Hooker and 214 men served in the Civil War. 

1870 First tobacco raised in Hadley. 

1887 Train service in Hadley. 

1895 First onions raised as cash crops. 

1899 Trolley car service to Northampton and Amherst. 

1900 Beginning of black top roads in Hadley. 

1902 English Speaking Roman Catholic Church erected. 

1902 Goodwin Memorial Library erected. 

1905 Water supply obtained from reservoir on Mount Holyoke. 

1906 First automobile owned by Hadley resident. 

1910 Electric street lights. 

1910 Montgomery’s became the first commercial rose growers in the 
area. ‘Hadley Roses.” 

1915 Polish Speaking Roman Catholic Church established. 

1917 First tractor in Hadley. 

1917-1918 Seventy-one men and one woman served in World War I. 

1920 Set onions introduced into Hadley. 

1929 Produce trucking began. 

1936 Worst flood in Hadley. 

1941 469 Hadley residents served in World War II. 

1950-1953 Forty-four residents served in the Korean War. 

1951 American Legion Home dedicated. 

1953-1954 Addition made to underground water supply. 

1954 New Hopkins Academy Building constructed. 

1958 First house delivery of U.S. Mail. 

1959 Tercentenary celebration 
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